NEW HEBRIDES CONDOMINIUM

JOINT REGULATION No. 26 af 1979

T0 PROVIDE for elections to Regional Couricils.

MADE by the Resident Commissioners under the Anglo-French Protocol

of 1914 and the Exchange of Notes of 15th September 1977, as amended by the
Exchangg of Notes of 18th September 1579 between the Governments of the

French Republic and the United Kingdom; and the Exchangs of Notes of 23 October
1979 between the Governments of the Frsnch Republic and the United Kingdom,
relating to the institution of regional government in the New Hebrides;

and in accordance with the Joint Rogulation No. 19 of 1979 relating to
registration of voters and slections; and after consultation with the

Council of Ministers.

PART 1.~ GENERAL

Constitution of Te (1) (a) The Regignal Constituency of Santo

Regional Councils shall be formed by the Constituency
of Santo, Malo and Aord and the
Constituency of Luganville.

(b) The Regional Constitusncy of Tanna
shall be formed by the Constituency of
Tanna.

(2) The Regional Councils of Santo and
Tanna shall be composed ofs

{(a) Fifteen membzrs elscted by universal
suffrage.

(b) Five custom chiefs electod by the 15
members slected under paragraph (a)
above, :

(3) Elections to the Regional Councils of
Santo and Tanna shall be held et the
same time as slections to the
Representative Assembly, the dats of
which is laid down in Joint Regulation
No. 20 of 1979,

Application of 2, (1) The provisions of Joint Regulation No.19
Election of 1979, relating to elections to the
Regulation 1979 Representative Assembly, shall also bhe

applicable to elections to Regional
Councils, subject to the amendments made
thereto by this Joint Regulation.

(2) Unless expressly amended in any respect
by this Joint Regulation, Joint
Regulation No.19 of 1979 shall be rsad
and construed in such manner as is
calculated to best facilitatoc the
organisation of dlsctions to Regional
Councils,
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Lodgment of lists 3,
of candidates

(3)

The provisions of sections 26, 28, 30
and the last seven words of 34 (2)

of Joint Rogulation No. 19 of 1979
shall be roplaced by the following
provisions:

PART II ~ CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION

TO REGIONAL COUNCILS

(1)

(2)

(3)

Any politicel party wishing to declore
candidates for eloction to that part
of the Regional Councils composed of
members elected by unlversal suffrage
shall, in the porson of an authorised
agent, not later than a date laid
before Polling day by Joint Decision
of the Resident Commissipners, lodgs
with a District Agent:-

(a) a declaration of candidaturs in tho
- form set forth in Schedule I,

Section 1 to this Regulation,
containing the signature of all
the rcandidates and a declaration
to the effect that all the
eandidates fulfil’ the cenditions
of eligihility laid down in section
25 of Joint Regulation No.19 of
19793

(b) a deposit of FNH 10,0003

(c) an illustration on paper of the
politicel party's slectoral
-symhol ; this provision does not
apply to politicel parties who
have already had such a symbol
approved by the Minister of the
proposal of the Eloctoral Office.

Every declaration of candidature of a
list of cendidates shsll contain the
signatures of not less than five sponsors
being persons registersd to vote in the
Regional Council Constituency for

which the list of candidates are

standing for election and not heing
related to any of the candidates and
being of good reputation.

The provisions of paragraphs (d) and
{(e) of section 24 of Joint Regulation
No,19 of 1979 sheall not be applicable
to candidates for election to Regicnal
Councils,
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Chiafly 4,
Candidates

(4)

(6)

(8)

(1)

(2)

3 .

No person may be inclued in a list of
candidates for election to & Regionel
Council unless he is registered to vote
in a Constituency comprising the Regional
Constitueney in guestion.

A doposit peid under paragraph (b} of
subsection (1) shall not be repaid unless

at lgast one candidate on the list is
glected, or the list of candidates is
withdrawn not less than 7 days before Polling
day.

Where a District Agent receives a Declaration
of Candidature he sholl deliver to the
authorised agent of the candidates a receipt
in the form set forth in Schedul. I, Part II
and immediately forward the Declaration to
tha Electoral Committee.

Within twonty~four hours following the date
mentioned in paragraph (1), cach Electcral
Committen shall preparc a summary of the
lists of candidateos it has received and
forward a copy thersof to the Rosident
Commissioners and the Elactoral Office.

Each Elcctoral Committee shall send with
the documents mentionsd in subsection 7 the
writton comments witch is shall deem
appropriate to make with respsct fo the
validity of ell of the candidatures,

Not later than a date to be set by the
Aesident Commissionors, any persoen wishing
to stand as o cendidate Tor election as

" one of the chiofly members of the Regional

Council, as provided for in section
1(2) (b) shall ledge with a District Agent
of the Regio concgerncd:-

(a) & declaration of candidature in the
form set forth in Schedule 1, section 3,
containing his signature together with
a declaration to the effect that the
candidate fulfils the conditions of
eligibility laid down in section 25 of
Jeint Asgulation No.19 of 1979.

(b) a deposit of FNH 5,300,

Every custom chief candidaturse shall contain
the signatures of not less than twenty-five
sponigors boing persons registered to vote.
in the Regional Council Constituency and not
being reiated to the candidate and
recognising the candidate bo be a custom
chicf,
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Daath of
Regional
Councillor

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(83

(1)

(2)

(3)

4 -

The provisions of paradraph {g) of
subsoction (1) and paragraph (d) and

{e) of subsection (2) of section 24 of
Joint Regulation No.13 of 1979 shall not
be applicablse to the candidatures of
custom chiefs.

Only pesrsons registered to vots in the
Regional Council Constitusncy may stand
for slection as custom chisfs,.

A deposit paid under subsection (1) shall
not be repaid unless the candidate obtains
at loast one vote or wirthdraws his
candidature not loss than 3 days before
polling day.

Where a District Agent receives a Declaration
of Candidoture he shall deliver to the
candidate a receipt in the form get forth

in Schedule I, Secticn 4, and shall
immediately forward such Declaration to the
tloctoral Committee.

within twenty-four hours following the date
mentioned in subsection (I) each Electoral
Committee shall draw up a final list of the -~
candidatures received by the said

Committee and forward a copy of this list

to the Resident Commissioners.

Each Electoral Committee shall send with
the documcnts mentionod in subsection (7)
the written comments - ) which
it shall deem appropriate to make with
rospact to the validity of all the
candidatures.

The references made to alternate members
in Joint Reguletion No.19 of 1979 shall
not bo appliceble to slections to Regicnal
Councils.,

In the svent of the death of a Regional
Councillor electod by universal suffrage
under the provisions of this Rogulation,
the non-~elected candidatc whose namg first
appeoared on the list of candidates bearing
the name of the deceased councillor shall
without further formaly become a member

af the Regional Council in his place, but
if there is no such non-slected candidate,
a by-clection shall be held,

In the event of the death or resigmation

of a custom chisf elscted under the
provisions of this Regulation, a by=~slection
shall be held,
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PART I1I - ELECTIONS OF REGTONAL COUNCILS

‘Electiona of B,
Counciliors
" Lists to be 7.
complote
Death or 8.
withdrawal of
candidate
Allocation of =
- spats
Count 10,

Election of the fiftcen members elected by
universal suffrage sholl bo made by a systom
uf proportional roprosentation allocating
seats to lists on the bhasis of a sinole votes

Only completo lists including an equal number
of names as thore are vacant seats shall be
accepted.,

For the purposes of applying the provisions of
section 7¢-

(a)
(b)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(2)

pach candidate shall satisfy the requircd
conditions of eligibility

no provision shall be made for the
roplacement of any candidate dying after
the time-limit for lodging candidatures

has expired or of onc or more condidates
who do not satisfy the ccenditions of
#ligibility. List from uwhich candidates are
removed under the provisions of this
paragraph shall romain valid, oven though
incomplete,

no candidate may withdraw from a2 1ist
after the expiry of the time-=limit for
lodging candidatures.

Fach velid list of candidates shall be
allocated vacant seats in proportion to
the numbar of votes cast for the list.-

Seats shall be alleocated to cendidates
in the order of priority in whieh their
names appear on the relgvant list,

Those candidates obtaining the greatest
number of votes under the propeortional
representation system, in accordance with
the greater remainder rule, shell bs
declarsd elected.

For the purpose of seetion 9(3), the _
electoral guote shall be fixed by dividing
the total valid poll by the number of

seats to bo filled, the dividend being
rounded down to the nearest whole number,
vhersupen, there shall be allocated to

each list a number of seats egual to the
whole number obtainod by dividing the totel
number of voies validly cost for the list
by the guota.

Seats which have not been allocated under
the provisions of subsection (1) shall be
allocated in sccordance with the gresatsr

+

remainder oule, . om
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Invalid ballot 11.
papers

Election of 12,
chiofly
councillors

¥

-5 -

For this purpose, ssats shall be allocated
suecessively to esach list in the order in
which each list has the greater romainder
after dividing ths votes cast for it in
accordance with subssction (1).

(3) 1In the event of there only remaining one seat
to allocate and if two ligts havo the same
remainder, the seat shall he allocated to the
list which has received the greatest number
of validly cast votes.

(1) No ballot papsr shall be counted as valid if
it has bsen altesred.

{2) Handwrittern ballot papers shall be counted
as invalid,

(3) Rules and regulations governing voting
procedures and the counting and declaration of
votes shall be thess laid down in Schedule 5

of Joint Regulation No,19 of 1979, subject to

the provisions of Schedule II to this Joint

Regulation,

(1) The fifteen Regional Councillors elocted by
universal suffrage shail slect five custom
chiefs on a date to be fixed by Joint
Decision of the Redident Commissioners, as
soon as may be after the publication of the
rosults of the election of these Councillors,

{2) Tho District in which the Regional Council
is situated shall be responsible for
organising the slection provided for in subsection

(1).

{(3) A poll shall be taken by sccret ballot and
no person shall have morc than one vots nor
vote for mare than one candidate. For this
purposes:

(a) cach of ths fifteen Councillors shall
have one voie which he shall cast in
favour of the custom shilef of his choice.

e five custom chiefs obteinin 8

(b) the fi t hiefs obtaining th
greatest number of votes cast be declared
clocted.

(c) if after a ballot one or more seats
remain vacant 2 sufficient number of
further ballots shalli be held =zs provided
above all tic vacmbt spats are filled.

(d) in the Bvent of there remaining only one
seat to be filled, and if two candidates
have the sams number of votes; o second
ballot shall bo taken with votes being
cast for these two candidates only.The
candidate obtsining the greatest number of
votes casgt shall be declared slected.
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' Repeal 13,

Short ‘title 14.
and
commencement

Should both candidates once more obtain the
game number of votes, the elder of the tuwo
shall be declared elected.

(4) FEach Councillor's vote is personal and may

not be transfered by proxy.

Joint Regulation No.6 of 1978 providing for the
gstablishment of Regicnal Authorities, is hereby
roplealed,

This Joint Regulation may be cited as the Regional
Council (Election) Regulation 1979 and shall

 pome into operation on the date of its publication
“ in the New Hebrides Government Gazstte. '

MADE at Vila this 25 day of Octeber 1979,

Dclegate Extreordinary
for the French Republic
in the New Hebrides

J.J. ROBERT

Her Britannic Majesty's
Resident Commigsioner

A.C. STUART



SCHEDULE I  ~  PART III

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATURE - CUSTOM CHIEF

TD the L] ° - °+ ? L4 L e & L] L] ° L] o o o a DistriCt l‘:\ant

fors © s o e s s s o s s 0 o o o s o o District
I, the undersigned: e s & & 8 o & 2 o e & 8 3 b oo ¢ 8 5 @
addressg o 4 ® © 8 & ¥ A4 & & B & £ 4 ® & 0 & @

~declare myself a candidate for election as a custom chief

inthe & o o 2 o ¢ o o o o 8 a o o » o o ReEgicnal Council.

I declare that I have not regeived the sentence of imprisonment

referred to in Section 25 (1) (b) of the Eloction Rogulation, IR No.1S

of 1979, or am an urdischarged bankrup. I further declare thet I am

25 years old and reglstered to vote in the Regional Council srea,
SPONSORS

We, the undersigned, registered to vote intha « o ¢« s & o 4

Regional Coungil constituency, declare that we recognise
ir s @ & ® 4 v & ® & a0 8 8 to be a custom chisef of

s & ©® © 4 & € & © o 8 @ area,

=
-}
=
T

SIGNATURE ELECTARAL CARD No

L] L] L] L L] L] L] L] > L] o - o L] o a L] o L > L] L] a o L] L
9 o L4 e a 9 L] L e a 2 o © L3 L L L] o L ° a o L Q L L] L)
I]O L] ® L a L L - L L] ® * o - L[] © L Ll L} o L e ° 2 ° Q
1] L -] L[] L L L] & L] ® L 3 L < o & L L] L3 .. * L] ° L] o L]
12 ¢ a s & ¢ e @ [ R e & & 8 & @ e 9 5 o e ° o @ &
13 4 ° L] L) a & a < L] - . . L] e L] < L] L] a L) L o [ o L
14 o e L L - L L] L) L] o L L] * Q a [ L] ° Q Ll L L) L Q L
15 L] L] L ° [ L] L] L] e L] ? ® L] L] * L * Ll a L L] o 2 2 L]

vos/



SCHEDULE I - PART IV

REGIONAL COUNCILS (ELECTION) REGULATION 1979

RECEIPRT

RECEIUED FRBM: a4 L] L a (] L] a L] ? L] Ll L2 L] o o L] o L] o @ L] L3
this " e & % & & & ¥ 8 & = 8 2 day OFf ¢ o o o s s 6 o s ¢ = 4979

(1) Declaration of Candidatures for the election of Custom
Chiafs of the o o ¢ o » a o« o a s s o s o » o s o Rogional

Council to be held during the month of 1979,

(2} A deposit of FNH 5,000
New Hebrides Government Recoipt Nos o o o s 2 s o o o

U‘F Q a 9 L3 9 ° & a ° Q L] L] a L

Signadﬁ L] Ll o a L] ® [-] L] a o L e ° L] - L] ° o o
British/French District Agent

fors onooueooooauaDiStriCt
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SCHEDULE II

ELECTION OF CANDIDATES - RULES

Rule 3 in Schodule 5 to Joint Regulation No.19 of 1972 shall be
amended by raplacing the word "ecandidate™ by Ylist of candidates"®,
whersver the word "candidats" appoears.

When elections to Regional Councils take place coneurrently with
elections to the Representative fAssembly, the provisions of rule 10

in Schedule 5 to Joint Rogulation No.19 of 1979 shall be amended as
fellows:

(1) paragraph (f) of sub-rule (2} shall he deletsd:

- (2) the following sub-rule (3) shall be added:

(3) After cach voter has pleced the envelope relating to elections to
the Representative Assembly in the ballot hox, ths presiding
offiger or o polling clerk shall hand him a ballot paper for
cach list of candidates for election to the Regional Council,
together with an envelops of a difforent appearasnce. to that used
for elections to the Representative Assembly.

On receipt of the ballot papers and envelopp a voter shall:

(a) enter a polling booth provided for elections to the Regional
Councils

(b) record his vote by placing the ballot paper corresponding to
his chosen list of candidates in the envelope,

(c) leave all other ballot papers in the booth,

(d) present himself to the presiding officer or polling clork
who without it shall verify that the voter tenders one
envelope,

(o) place the envelops in the ballot box, and
(f) leave the polling station without undue delay having carried
out the formalities nprovided for in zuls I,

When clections to Regiocnal Councils take place coneurrontly with
elections to the Representative Assembly, the following procedure
shall apply for the purposes of the formalities provided for in rules
17 to 23 in Scheduls 5 to Joint Regulation No.19 of 19793

"The presiding officor shall romove all envelopss from sach box
and separote those envelopes used for electicns to the Regional
Council. He thon repleces the enveloppes used for elections to the
Regional Council in tho ballet box, which is then closed, and
supervisos tho counting of veotcs caost in respeet of slections to
the Ropresentative Assembly. The balloct box is then re-opened and
the votes cast in respect of elections to the Regional Council
are counted".



