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NEW HEBRIDES CONDOMINIUM

JOINT REGULATION No. 27 of 1977

TO PROVIDE for the registration df electors for

elections in the New Hebrides.

MADE by the Resident Commissioners under the provisions

of Articles 2:2, 7 and 62 of the Anglo-French Protocol

of 1914, after consulting the Provisional Council
constituted by Joint Decision No. 61 of 1977.

PART I - REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS

1. In this Regulation, unless the context other-
wise requires -

"election® includes a by-election;

ielectoral roll® means the electoral roll
established for the purpose of any election
under the provisions of section 14(4);

“home district® means the district to which
a person is considered, by reason of birth,
or principal interests, to belong;

"'roll®™ includes a supplementary roll;

"provisional electoral 1list® means in the
case of first elections to any Municipal
Council or Community Council or for a
territorial constituency, the provisional
electoral 1list compiled in accordance with
the provisions of sections 3 to 13, and in
the case of all subsequent elections, the
existing electoral roll established for the
purpose of the last preceding election

or elections:

Provided that in the case of any
subsequent election or by-election, the
Resident Commissioners may, if they consider
it necessary, direct that a new provisional
electoral list shall be compiled in accord-
ance with the provisions of sections 3 to
133

"operative date' means the date, to be
determined in respect of each election or
by-election by the Resident Commissioners

by joint decision, to which the requirements
¢f this Regulation regarding the minimum age
of electors, or their length of residence

in the New Hebrides, or thelr place of

f
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residence in the New Hebrides, or all or
any of those matters is related;

"registration area™ means that part of a
ward or constituency in respect of which a
single electoral roll is established;

"revision® means the procedure of verifying,
completing,; supplementing, correcting and
bringing up to date the provisional eleetoral
list, in accordance with the provisions of
section 14(4), for the purpose of establish-
ing an electoral roll.

(2) References in this Regulation to any
other Joint Regulation, Decision or Rule are refer-
ences to that other Regulation, Decision or Rule as
amended.

2. (1) For the purposes of compiling prov-
isional electoral lists to enable electoral rolls
to be established for the purposes of any local
government or territorial election, the Resident
Commissioners shall by Joint Decision appoint an
Electoral Committee for such places as they shall
deem necessary, of which the Co-Chairmen shall ke
the French and British District Agents for the
District within which the place for which the
Committee is appointed lies, and each Committee
shall comprise four other persons jointly appointed.

(2) No decision of an Electoral Committee
shall be valid unless at least four members,
including both Co-Chairmen, are present.

3. (1) The function of each Electoral Committee
shall be to supervise the compilation of a provisional
electoral list of electors for local government and
territorial elections,; for the purpose of the
establishment of an electoral roll.

(2) For the purpose of the compilation of
the provisional electoral list, the Electoral
Committee shall ascertain such information concerning
such persons in any place as the Co-Chairmen may
deem necessary or the Resident Commissioners may
from time to time direct.

4, (1) Every Electoral Committee may appoint,
in writing under the hands of the Co-Chairmen, any
person to be a Registration Officer for the purposes
of this Regulation.

(2) Every District Agent and Assistant
District Agent shall be ex officio a Registration
Officer for the Electoral Committee or Committees
within his administrative district.
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(3) Registration Officers shall work in
teams. comprising not less than two Registration
Officers, the membership of which teams shall be
determined by the Co-Chairmen of the Electoral
Committee concerned, and when determining any
matter upon which they are required to give a decision
under this Regulation, their decision shall be unapimous.

(4) Where the Registration Officers cannot
agree on any decision, the matter shall be referred
for decision to the Electoral Committee.

5. Registration Officers working as a team may
call upon two suitable inhabitants in any place to
assist them in the determination of the age or place
of residence of any person or persons or of any
other material question for the purpose of compiling
the provisional electoral list, and such inhabitants
shall render the assistance required.

6. Every person who is called upon by a Regis-
tration Officer to give any information concerning
himself for the purpose of determining whether he
should be enrolled on the provisional electoral list
shall without delay give such information to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

7. Any person applying for registration on the
provisional electoral list may be required to furnish
a declaration certifying that he or she is qualified
as an elector. Such declaration shall be in the form
prescribed in the First Schedule and shall be signed
by two persons (not related to the applicant) approved
by the two Registration Officers as being persons of
good character and having adequate knowledge of the
facts in question,

8. Every person shall be eligible for regis-
tration on the provisional electoral list for the
registration area in which he or she is residing
at the time of the preparation of such list 1f he
or she =

(i) had been resident in the New Hebrides
for the period of three years immed-
iately preceding polling day or the
provisions of section 1 of the
Representative Assembly (Special
Provisions) Regulation No. 44 of
1975, as amended, applied to him or
her; and

(ii) will have attained the age of 21
years on or before polling day; and
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(iii) was not disqualified frem voting
by virtue of the provisions ef section
2 of the Representative Assembly
(Election) Regulatien .No. 30 of 19753
and

(iv) either was residing in the said
registration area en or before the
operative date, or his er her home
district is situate within the said
registration area:

Previded that any person who
at the time ef the compilation of
the previsional electoral list is
residing in a registration area other
than that within which his er her
home district is situate may apply to
be registered en' the previsional
electeral list for the registration’
area within which his or her home
district is situate and such regis-
tration shall be allowed if, en
receipt of a completed application
in the feorm prescribed in the Second
Schedule, the Electoral Committee
campetent for such home district is
satisfied that the applicant is in
all ether respects eligible to be
registered as an elector.

9. Any person not having been registered on

the provisional electoral list or whose registration
has been annulled, may be registered on the prov-
isional electeoral list at the time of its revision.
in accordance with the provisions of sectien 14,

if he er she has the necessary cualificatiens:

Provided that in the case ef any by-election
in a territorial constituency, no elector shall be
entitled to apply for his er her registration on
the previsional electoral rell of the constituency
in which the by-election is to be held unless -

(a) his or her home district is within the
constituency in which the by-election is to
be held; or

(b) he ar she has nermally resided within the
said constituency since the operative date
(disregarding periods of temporary absence).

10. (1) At the time of the registratien ef any
person in the provisional electeral list, the
Registration Officers shall, if they are satisfied
that such persen is qualified as an elector at any
election, issue te such persen an electoral card
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in a form appreoved by the Resident Commissioners
which shall identify such person by name and certify
that he is so registered as aforesaid and shall
indicate the registration area and pslling statien
for which he has been registered as an elector.

A duplicate of such card shall be made and retained
by the Reglstration Officers for transmission te

the Electoral Committee.

(2) A new electoral card may be issued to
any person to whem an electoral card has been issued
under the previsions of subsection (1) -

(a) if it is established, by means of a written
declaration in the form prescribed in the
Third Schedule, that the original electoral
card has been lost or destreyed;

(b) 1if it is established upen production of the
original electoral card that it is defaced
or otherwise unfit fer further use.

(3) Every replacement electoral card
regularly issued shall be of the same validity as an
original electoral card.

(4) Every original electdral card surrendered
upon the issue of a replacement electecral card shall
be clearly cancelled and returned without delay teo
the Electoral Committee concerned which shall, after
verification of the procedure, cause the same to be
destroyed.

- 11, (1) Any person who considers that the

refusal of a registration team to include his name
on the provisional electeral list is unjustified may
require the Electoral Committee to consider his
application and all declarations and facts submitted
in support thereof. 1In the event that the Electoral
Committee should determine that the name of the
applicant should be included on the provisienal
electoral list they shall cause an electoral card

to be issued to. him.

(2) The Electoral Committee may order the
removal of the name ef any person from the provisional
electoral list before its closure if for any reasen
it appears to them that such name sheuld be removed
therefrom, and shall require such person to surrender
the electoral card issued ts him.

12. (1) Any person who wilfully resists, obstructs
or hinders any member of an Electoral Committee or

any Registration Officer in the lawful execution of

his duties under this Regulation or any rules made
thereunder shall be guilty of an offence-punishable

by @ fine not exceeding 10,000 FNH or the equivalent
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thereof in Australian dollars at the efficial rate
of exchange or by imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three months or by beth such fine and
imprisonment.

(2) Any persen whe wilfully gives any false
infermatien to any member of an Electoral Committee
or any Registration Officer or wilfully makes a
false certificate, document er declaration under
section 7, 8, 9 or 10, er fraudulently destroys or
alters any electoral card issued to any persen
under the provisions ef sectien 10, shall be guilty
of an effence and liable upon conv1ction to the
penalties prescribed in subsection (1).

(3) Any Registration Officers who knowingly
register or cause to be registered as an elector
any persean whé is not qualified to be se registered
or knowingly issue ér cause to be issued an electoral
card under the provisions of section 10 to any
perssn who is not entitled to such electoral card,
shall be guilty &f an sffence and liable upon c@n—
viction to the Benalties prescribed in subsectien (1).

13, (1) There shall be &stablished at Vila and
Santo an Electoral Office which shall be under the
general supervision of the Resident Commissioners
and of which the two District Agents at Vvila and at
Santo respectively shall be ex cfficio the Co-
Superintendents. A District Agent may be replaced,
as circupstances may require, by an Assistant
District.Agent.

(2) When each Electoral Committee has
established a provisienal electoral list within the
area of its competence, it shall forward the same
in the form of a list or by means of the duplicate
copies of all electoral cards, or beth, to the
Electoral Office concerned.

(3) The Electoral Office at Santo shall
have competence with respect to the Nerthern adminis-—
trative district and such ether areas as the Resident
Commissieners may from time to time direct. The
Electoral Office at Vila shall have competence with
respect to all other parts of the New Hebrides.

(4) The functions of the Electoral Offices
shall be to prepare a sufficient number of cepies
thereof for publication and revision in accordance
with the provisions of section 14 and to assist
in such revision, generally to assist the Electeral
Committees concerned and,; where requested by the
Co=~Chairmen,; to act in any matter en their behalf,
together with such ether functions as may be con-~
ferred on them by direction ef the Resident
Commissioners. Where appropriate, the members of
the staff of each Electoral Office may be appointed
as Registration Officers by the Electoral Committees
concerned.
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(5) The Electoral Offices shall prepare and
issue the electoral reslls established in accordance
with the provisions of section 14(4), fer the
purposes of polling at the prescribed polling
statlons.

Revision of 14, (1) As soon as practicable after the public-
provisional atien of a Joint Decision of the Resident Commission-
electoral ers fixing the date of any election, each Electeral
list and Committee concerned shall cause the provisional
establish- electoral list to be made available for public

ment of inspection during normal business hours at the
electoral District Agencies and the appropriate Electeoral
rolls. Office and shall take all such other steps to

cause the same to be made available for public
inspection in the rural areas as may be reasonably
practicable. In particular, every Registration
Officer shall have in his or her psssession a copy
thereof relating to the polling area or areas for

eg which he is responsible for the purpose of notifylng
the public generally and fer examinatisn by any
person upon request. Such period of publicatioen
~f the provisional electeral list shall be fcor not
less than fourteen days and end on a date te be
prescribed by Joint Decision of the Resident
Commissioners being a date nst later than seven
clear days before the commencement of polling,
which date shall be deemed for all purposes to be
the date of closure of the provisional electeral
list.

(2) Befare the closure of the provisional
electoral list, any person may make application,
orally or in writing, to the Electoral Committee
concerned, the appropriate Electoral Office or to
any Registration Officer, respecting -

(a) the inclusion or omission of his name on
the provisional electoral listj

(b) the correctien of any particulars er infarm—
ation contained in any entry on such list;

(c) the correction of any particulars er inform-
ation on his electoral card issued in
accordance with section 10;

(d) the deletion of the name of any other person
from such list.

All applications made under paragraph (d)
above shall be referred for decision to the
Electoral Committee concerned. Where any such
application is made orally, the person to whom it
was made shall record it in writing and forward it
to the said Electoral Committee.
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(3) Any persen whe has neot previously been
registered on the provisional electeral list may
apply for hils registration in accordance with the
provisions of section 9. Such applicatien shall
be granted if he aor she has the necessary qualific-
ations and an electoral card shall be issued to him
or her.

All applications fer registration under the
provisions af section 9 shall be referred by the
Registration Officers who received them to the
Electoral Cemmittee concerned which shall decide
upon the acceptance or refusal of the applications.

Registration Officers shall forward a written
repaort to the Electoral Committee concerned of each
application or representation which has been rejected.

(4) As seun as practicable after the ending
of the period ef publication of the previsienal
electoral list, the Electoral Committee concernecd shall
meet and shall consider the list tegether with all
outstanding applications and representations
concerning it and the reports of the Registratien
Officers and the Electoral Office concerned. The
Electoral Committee shall determine all such out-
standing applicatiens and representations and may
upon further consideration of the decision ef the
Registration Officers upon any application er
representation and all facts and subsequent
representations relevant thereto, confirm or reverse
such decision. The Electoral Committee shall
thereupon establish the electeoral roll for the
election or electisns concerned. The master copy
of each electoral roll shall be initialled at the
foot of each page by the Co-Chairmen «f the
Committee; on the last page eof each roll the Co-
Chairmen shall certify the number of pages and the
total number of entries and shall sign and date
their certificate in the presence of not fecwer
than two other members of the Committee.

PART TI - ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF ELECTORAL

COMMITTEES IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

15. Every Electoral Committee shall, in the
case of elections for a Municipal Council er
Community Council,; have such additional functions
and powers after the closing of polling with
respect to determining the overall result of the
election and the investigation and determination
of any complaints, objections or disputes concerning
the regularity of the voting precedure at any
polling station or stations within the area of its
competence as may be conferred upon it by Joint
Rules made by the Resident Commissioners governing
the holding and conduct of such elections.
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Reports of 16. Each Electoral Committee shall report

results of without delay the results of its investigation of

investigation. any questions concerning the regularity of the
voting procedure in accordance with the provisions
of section 15 to the Resident Commissioners and
shall give reasons for 1its decisions thereon.

PART ITT - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Joint 17, The Resident Commissioners may by Jeint

Rules. Rules prescribe any procecure or matter necessary
for or incidental to the implementation of this
Regulation which Rules may constitute offences and
provide penalties therefor,

Retroactive 18. (1) For the avoidance of qsubt, it is

effect of hereby declared that any Joint Decision or Joint
Joint Rules Rules made under this Regulation, may be breught

#&ud Joint into effect on a date prior to the making thereof,

wlcisions. so, however that no Joint Rules constituting an
offence or providing a penalty shall be so brought
into effect.

(2) It is hereby declared that Joint
Decision No. 66 of 1977 has effect as 1if it
had been made in accordance with the powers con-
ferred by this section.

Repeals. 19, (1) The Jeint Electoral Committees

N Regulation Na. 8 of 1975 as amended by Joint
Regulations Nos. 18 of 1975, 25 of 1975, 26 of
1975, 3 of 1976, 24 o¥ 1976, 26 of 1976, 28 of
1976 and 22 cf 1977 is hereby repealed.

(2) The Repeals effected by subsection
(1) shall not affect the continuance in operation
of any Joint Rules ar Joint Decisions made in
exercise of the powers conferred by the enactments
repealed thereby.

Citation 20, This Regulation may be cited as the Electoral
and Registration Regulation No. 27 of 1977 and shall
commencement. come into operation on the date of its publication

in the Condominium Gazette.

MADE at Vila this 42tn day ef pugust 1977.

( J.S. CHAMPION

F. DOYEN
+- The Resident Commissioner Her Britannic Majesty's
* for the French Republic Resident Commissioner




FIRST SCHEDULE

DECLARATION OF QUALIFICATION AS ELECTOR

We the under-signed de hereby declare that to the
best of our knowledge and belief

© b 0 00O00D0DO®@O6 0 ©OC O 60O 0 00O6O0ODOCODDODOO OO0 O0OO 000000000 ODO0OCO0O0O00 006000000 OO0O0

(full name of intended clector)

(here insert appropriate fact or facts giving rise to qualif-
ication as electer, as appropriate, according to nature of
elections concerned e.g. age, period of residence in the New
Hebrides, length sf residence or domicile in any place, lack
or expiry of disqualification, etc.)

And we hereby acknowledge that we are aware that the
wilful making eof a false declaratien of qualification as an
elector constitutes an offence punishable under the Electoral
Registration Joint Regulation of 1977.

Dated at this day ef 19 .

Signature ccooccoccoccoccocccsocccaccoss

© b6 O O0DDO0COOGOOCOOOCOO® 00O 000

Witnesses : (Registration Officer, Chief or
Native Court Assessor)




~SECOND SCHEDULE

APPLICATION TO BE REGISTERED AS AN ELECTOR IN HOME
DISTRICT OUTSIDE REGISTRATION AREA

I, the undersigned, hereby make application for registration in my
home district, being a place sutside the registration area within
which I am at present residing and hereby declare that the facts
set forth below are true and cocrrect to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

NAME .ccoooo csooo a0 cscocoa cosoocccacassosocoa ccccoococoocoaoonaa
FIRST NAME/NICKNAME ccccococcevcocoesosvooonscono cecobcocsooooc s o0 oo
SEX ococoecoceccoocoosoooocoonoccooococcoscoosoao:d ce-ooccsoconcoocoo coaccoso
FATHER'S NAME c¢cocoocssoococoooacocoonooocaocannoooconocooooonosooo
MOTHER'S NAME ccccoccocvoan cccococoooconcocoasocouocobcoon uos a0 e co
DATE OF BIRTH ccccorocacoocco cooosocaccocoan cecoctoooo. ceosseecncocco
HOME DISTRICT ccccoccocooncocccoocancosoons coocecececooessanconccc o
PMPRESENT ADDRESS ccccooco hesoooocoacoononccoccoo cococcconooooicnnnuc
| LENGTH OF RESIDENCE AT PRESENT ADDRESS coccoccooccocenoococccnoccn
LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN HOME DISTRICT  cccocoo canooona cooccobuoo oo
LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN NEW HEBRIDES = cccccco cooocao cosaccoanroa

And I hereby acknewledge that I am aware that the wilful making &f
a false declaration constitutes an &ffence punishable under thc
Electoral Registration Regulation af 1977.

INDICATION OF APPLICANT'S INTENTION

= (i) I expect to return to my home constituency before the
elections and wish to vote there in person;

* (ii) I expcct to be still living in my place of current
residence at the time of elections and wish to votc
by proxy in my home censtituency.

( * Creoss out whichever is not applicable )

&’ DATED at this day of 19 .
Signature of applicant cecccccoocosns cvoccoocccecscaceonccao0ne 08y
Witnesses (Registration Officers) os.oescoccoccocccccccossoocoococosce

NOTIFICATION OF REGISTRATION

To be detached by the District Agents in the Applicant's
home constituency and sent to him via the Electoral

Committee in his constituency of current residence only
if he intends to vote by proxy in his home constituency:

Tﬂ: Mr/MrS/MiSS ® 0 0 000 OO0 0 6 00 00 0 0 0 0 00 0000 06 00 00 60 0@ 006G 00 0 088 0 O0O0CO0O0C O O
e oo o000 coooacesossocesenoceccoensessssesesCUrrent address)

ViA ccococococococoocccocoonsococsccscacccscnccscecbhlectoral Committee.




You have been registered as an electer in Polling Area

Of oooocoaoooonoaeoauoooo(Home COﬂStit-—
uency)

©DPo0OCOCO O O©O0O0~©000DOCDO OO0 OO DO OO0 O

and your Elector's card”and”Prgxy form have been given to

.
Mr/MrS/MlSS aoesc'oeooeoouaooooaoooooouoeaooooooaoooooacococoeooo

OF oceconvooessescsacsscccscosss (Address of your proxy).

THIRD SCHEDULE

DECLARATION OF LOSS OR DESTRUCTION OF ELECTORAL_CARD

I, the undersigned, hereby declare that my electoral card

issued @t ococococesceccccocscoccocsoco
159 Electoral Constituency, has been lost/destroyed (delete the word

fOf the © 0 00 00000 0O OCOO6 OO0 20 O 00 8

inapplicable).

I acknowledge that I understand that the making of a
wilfully false declaration constitutes an offence punishable

%, under the provisions of the Electoral Registration Joint

. Regulation of 1977,

Signature © o 0cocoO 00 OO OOCOO®©O OO ©0O0 O 00 &0




