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NSf;] HEBRIDES CONDOMINIUH 
------~-.--~.~-..-~ 

JOINT REGl!2.£~~ION 

~o ESTABLI-EH a Council of Customary Chiefs. 

MhDE by the Resident Commissioners under tho provlslons 
of Articles 2: 2 and 7 of the j~n~~lo-French Protocol of 1911t. 

10 A Council of Chiefs is hereby established for the 
New Hebrides, iI{hich shall be known by a name to be chosen 
by the Council. 

2 TvJ'enty members of the Council shall be elected in 
accordance with the proceduro prescribed by the Council of 
Chiefs (Elections) Regulation No. 33 of 1976. 

30 The Council of Chiefs shall be4ected for three years. 

4. If any vacancy shall occur as a result of death, 
resignation or any other cause a by-election shnll be held 
not later than three IJonths :from the dnte upon vlhich the vQcnncy 
occurred. If any member of the Council is appointed to any 
of the offices set out in Article 7 of the Schedule to the 
Exchange of Notes betvleen the Bri tish and French Governments 
dnted the 29th .tl.uGust, 1975, his seat shall be declared 
vacant 

Provided th2,t no by-election shall be held wi thin the 
period of six months immedintely precedinG a general election 
of the Council. 

PART II - OPERll.TION OF COUNCIL Oli' CHI)::';FS 

5. The Council shall meet at least twice a year. In 
addition, it shall meet at any time at the request of n 
majority of its members or the RepresentativG Assembly • 

. 6. The Council shall meet at Vila. It may nevertheless 
meet nt any other plnce in tho Group if so requesteQ by a 
majority of its members. 

7. The Council shall dra",! up its own rules of prooedure 
and shall elect 0. Chairman from among its members. The 
Resident Commissioners may alJpoint public officers to be 
responsible for tho secretarinl functions of the Ceuncil. 

PART III - FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF CHIEFS 
------~------- ~~ -

8. The Council shall give advice upon ~oing consulted by 
the Hepresento..ti ve l~ssembly or any commi ttee thereof. It 
shall be validly constituted for this purpose when fifteen 
of its members are present and on the condition that every 
administrative district is represented. No such opinion shall 
be expressed unless it has been adopted by a majority 
ov the members of the Council present. 
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9. (1) The Council shall be consulted by the Representative 
Assembly upon any question relating to the following matters _ 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

the codification of custom; 

the judicial system and legislation specifically 
affecting Ne1,v Hebrideans; 

legislation concerning fishing and huntinG; 

the organisation of the registration of births, 
marriages ruld deaths; 

the determination of qualifications of Chiefs for 
election to the Assembly; 

land matters; 

any matter affectinG the constitutional status of 
the New Hebrides : 

Provided that the Resident Commissioners shall be 
empowered to consult the Council upon any such matter if the 
Represent2.ti ve i~ssembly shall fail to do so. • 

(2) The Council shall be consulted by the Electoral 
Disputes Commi ttee established under the IJrovisions of 
SUbsection (1) of section 94 of the: Representative Assembly 
(Elections) Reculation No. 30 of 1975 concerninG electoral 
disputes relating to the eligibility of any person for election 
as a representative of the customary chiefs to the Representative 
Assembly. 

(3) The Council may also be consulted upon any other 
question which the Representative ~ssembly may decide to refer 
to ito 

10. The four representatives of the customary chiefs elected 
to the Representative Assembly shall be ex officio menilier of 
the Council., 

11. Tne Chairman of the Council shall notify to the 
Co-Presidents of the Representntive Assembly the opinions 
expressed by the Council. 

120 If a President of the Representative Assenb1y shall be 
ap~ointed in place of the Co-Presidents, references in this 
Regulation to the Co-Presidents shall be construed Qccordinglyo 

.13. This Regulation may be cited as the Council of Chiefs 
Regulation No. 42 of 1976 and shallOJJr1e into operr:~tion on 
the date of its publication in the Condominium Guzette. 

M~DE at Vila this twenty-eighth day of December, 1976. 

The Resident Commissioner 
for the French Renublic-
_.;;-.....;...;..~-..;;;~~~ + _0 


