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NEW HEBRIDES CONDOHIiuUN 

JOINT REGULATION 

TO PROVIDE for the eradication of brucellosis in the 
New Hebrides. 

MADE by the Resident Commissioners under the prov~s~ons 
~rticles 2:2 and 7 of the Anglo-French Protocol of 
1914. 

PART I - GENERAL 

1. In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise 
requires -

"animal" means cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, 
cats and dogs together with every animal of the 
species bovine, ovine, caprine, feline and canine; 

"carcass" means the carcass of an animal, and 
includes part of a parcass, together with the 
meat, bones, hide, skin, hoofs, horns, offal 
or other part of an animal, separately or 
otherwise, or any portion thereof; 

"meat inspector" has the moaning assigned 
thereto by section 1 of the Joint (Meat Supply) 
Regulation No. 13 of 1967; .. 

"owner" includes a manager employed by and 
an £gent of an owner; 

"premises" means any land used for agriculturnl 
purposes together with any buildings standing 
on the land and includes a ship but does not 
include a slaughter-house to which tho Joint 
(Meat Supply) Regulation No. 13 of.1967 applies; 

"reactor" means an animal which has reacted 
positively to a serum test for the diagnosis 
of the disease brucellosis; 

"section" "subsection" and "paragrnph" mean 
respectively a section, SUbsection or paragraph 
of this RegUlation; 

Ii to remove" incl udlE to cuus e or permi t or 
procure or aid or abet removal; 

"veterinary inspector" means a Condominium 
veterinary Officer and any person appointed 
as a Veterinary inspector by the Re~ident 
Commissioners under section 2. 
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2. 
Decision 
suitably 
purposes 

The Resident Commissioners may by Joint 
appoint any per30n appenrinc to them to be 
qunlified to be a veterinary inspector for the 
of this Regulation. 
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3. (1) 'I'}18 T:/(J3i;io!) t Gor.1r:lissiol1f!rS F.l'O.y by Joint 
Decision dGclar8 t~e pr~~ises whore a reactor is found 
or is normally kept to be a restricted premises. 

(2) The Resident Commissioners may by Joint 
Decision declare the area withi~ which a restricted 
premises is situate to be a restricted aren. 

4. 
, 

No person shall on restricted p~emises or in a 
restricted area -

enter into~ complete or otherwise CD.rry out any 
contr~ct or c.crocmcnt in relation to the rremisos 
0.1' ar()& fox' 'cile purchase, snlu~ slo:uGht.:::rj 
transfers movement or other dealinG \·,hntsoever 
in l:lve animals; 

remove any o.nimal from the premises or out of 
the area otherwise than, when permitted in 
writinG so to do by a veterinary inspector, to. 
an abattoir named in the permit; 

brine on to the premises or into the area any 
animal unless the GD.me shall first have been 
tested by a veterinary inspector and accompanied 
by a permit in that behalf signed by a veterinary 
inspector; 

place any animal referred to in paraGraph (c) 
above in contuct with any reactor or with any 
animal which hns been in contact v,i th any 
reactor; 

(e) place any animal referred to in para[';raph (c) 
above in any place which may recently have boen 
soiled by a rone';';or or by un aniwal which hna 
been in contact with a reactor. 

5. No person shall on restricted premises or 
in a restricted area -

(a) slauchter any animal with\lut the prior consent 
of a Veterinary inspector; 

(b). slaughter any animal rofGrred to above otherNise 
than under tho supervision of a veterinary 
insrector or of a meat inspector; 

(c) remove from tho Ilromises the carcass of any 
animal so slaughtered unless the same shall 
have been certifiod by a veterinary inspector 
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or a meo.t inspector as being fit for human 
consumption or for animal consumption or fit for 
such othe~ use as may be specified in the 
certificate; 

(d) remove the carcass to any promises other than 
a butchery or a cannery, or to such other 
premises as may be sJ}ocified in the certificate 
referred to in paragraph (c) above; 

(e) remove off the premisos any milk or dairy 
produce unless the same shall nave been boiled 
pr pasteurised; 

(f) remove off the premises any milk or airy produce 
withcut a veterinary inspector's permit in that 
behalf. 

6. Every owner of premises upon which cattle are 
kept in a restricted area and overy owner of a restricted 
premises shall -

(0.) reinforce and keep intact every fence, vrnll 
po.linG, hedge, tlitch, dyke, cattle-Grid. 
gate, door and every other structure Whatsoever 
marking out or delimiting the premises or 
marking out any milking parlour, lairaGe, 
yard, field, area or other subdivision of the 
premises and, where so instructed in writing 
by a veterinary inspector, shall construct a 
dcuble fence in the manner and in tho .position 
required by the veterinary inspector; 

(b) prevent any animal from straying onto or off 
the premises; 

prevent hunting, fishing, shootinG and any 
other sporting o.ctivity on or over the premises; 

(eI) not move nny cattle from one herd within 
the l)remises to another herd wi thin the premises 
nor from one place within the ~remises to 
another unless such movement is approved in 
writing by a veterinary inspector. 

7. (1) For the purpose of diagnosing the 
disease brucellosis, a veterinary inspector may by 
notice in wri tinr; require the o':mer of any premises 
(whether those premises are restricted prdmises or 
not and irrespective whether the premises are within 
a restricto~ area or not) upon which cattle; sheep, 
Goats or piGS nre kept to present every such animal, 
or such animo.ls as may be specified in the notice, 
for serum testinG on the premises on such dnte as is 
specified in the notice. 
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(2) An owner of pror.1iscs who f~dls to l)resent 
any animal for testinG under subsection (1) shall be 
Guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to a fine not exceeding 100,000 FNH (or its equivalent 
in imstralian dollars at the official rate of exchanGe) 
or to imprisonment for a torm not exceeding six months 
or to both suoh tino n!l(1 it.lpt'ilOonnont. 

8. (1)' Where a reactor is found to be on any 
premises (whether those premises are restricted premises 
or not and irrespective whether the premises are within 
a restricted area or not) the owner shall count every 
animal on the premises and, subject to subsection (2), 
shall keep those animals together in herds according 
to their species, and in the case of dogs and cats 
shall keep them under control and in confinement. 

(2) The reactor shall forthwith be i~ated 
and marked by its owner and shall be slaughtered at 
the owner's expense within thirty days of dis'covery, 
so however, that, where the reactor is a cow in calf 
or a heifer in calf it shall be so slaughtered within 
eiGht days of disoovery. 

(3) An owner w~o fails to comply with the 
.requirements of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable on conviction to the 
penalties provided in section 7(2). 

9. (1) Subject to subsection (4), the carcass 
of every reactor shall be destroyed by burninc; the 
same as near as it reasonably practicable to the 
place of slaughter. 

(2) Tho dostruction shall be carried out 
forthwith after slaughter in the presence of and to 
the satisfaction of a veterinary inspector or a meat 

inspector. 

(3) Upon the satisfactory destruction of 
the carcass, the inspector shall so certify in writinG 
specifying the nature of the carcass and its weiGht. C, 

(4) If a veterinary inspector is satisfied 
that adequate slaUGhtering facilities exist on the 
premises and that it is fit for the purpose, he may 
in writing permit the meat from the c~rcass of a 
slaughtered reactor to be removed to a cannery or 
butchery. 

Special provision 10. (1) Where a reactor is discovered amonG 
for non-reactor a herd of cattle, the owner shall count and isolate 
cows in calf from the herd every cow in calf and heifer in calf 
and bulls. which is not a reactor. 

(2) Every such cow in calf and heifer in 
ca,lf shall be inspected daily by the owner thereof and 
shall be subjected to a serum test for the diagnosis 
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of the disease brucellosis at intervals of not less 
than three weeks, until the cow or heifer Gives birth 
or until the clinical signs referred to in section 11 
appear, whichever event shall first occur, and the 
owner shall forthwith report to a veterinary inspector 
the appearance of those clinical signs. 

(3) 
Give birth it 
specially set 

Where such a cow or heifer is about to 
shall be placed in a byre or enclosure 
aside for the purpose. 

(4) \vhen the COltl or heifer has given birth 
all solid matter expelled in giving birth to the 
calf together with any hay, strml or other bedding 
material or fodder shall be destroyed in accordance 
with section 9 as if that matter was the carcass of 
a reactor and the place where the birth took Pace 
shall be cleansed of blood and other liquid material 
and shall be disinfected in such manner as a veterinary 
inspector may direct. 

(5) \Vl1erc a bull which is not a reador is 
in a herd of cattle in which a reactor is discovered, 
it shall be isolated immediately and if it passes 
three serum tests at intervals of not less than two 
months between each test it sh~~ pe permitted to 
resume breeding. \vhere a test is unsatisfactory the 
bull shall be slaUGhtered or castrated forthwith. 

(6) Where it is not practical to comply 
with the requirements of the foregoinG subsections 
of this section, the animals shall be slaughtered 
and the carcasses disposed of in accordance with the 
provisions of this Regulation. 

11. (1) If any animal shows symptoms of brucellosis, 
or if it aborts or if an abortion is threatened, the 
animal shall be slaughte:r:-ed wi thin forty .. eieht'··hours 
of the first appearance of the symptoms or the threat 
of abortion as the case may be as if the animal were 
a reactor and the provisions of this Regulation for 
the disposal of the CD.rcass of a reactor shall apply 
accordingly. 

(2) If an abortion occurs, the prov~s~ons of 
section 10(4) shall apply as if reforences therein 
to birth included references to abortion and as if 
references therein to solid matter included references 
to a foetus and to any young aborted, whether live or 
stillborn. 

(3) In this section reforences to "abortion" 
and its Gr~mmaticnl variations nre references to the 
premature expulsion of a foetus from the uterus or the 
givinG birth to younG which docs not survive for morc 
than forty-eight hours and includes 0. oti~lbirth. 
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BRUCELLOSIS 

12. The provisions of this Part of this ReGulation 
shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the 
provisions of the other Parts of this Regulation. 

13. (1) \'lhere the Resident Commissioners are 
satisf.~d, having been advised in that behalf by the 
Head of the Condominium AGricultural Department, that 
there is an acute outbreak of brucellosis in any 
restricted premises or restricted area, they may by 
Joint Decision declare the premises or area to be n 
premises of acute infection or an area of acute 
infection, as the Cnse mny be. 

(2) Where a premises or an area have been 
declared to be a premises or an area of acute infection, 
every owner of animals on that llremises or wi thin th:'.t 
area shall slaUGhter within throe months every animal 
which a Veterinary inspector may require by notice 
in writing to be destroyed and shall castrate every 
animal which the inspector may so require to be ( 
castrated within three months. ) 

(3) The powcra conferred upon a veterinary 
inspector under SUbsection (2) shall extend to all 
the animals owned or possessed by an owner. 

14" (1) The Head of the Condominium AGricultural 
Department may by notice in writing require the owner 
of any premises (whether a restricted premises or not) 
situate in an area of acute infection forthwith to 
des t'roj" nll pigs and c ·3.!'ni verouo animals (vlhether 
domesticated or not) which are at liberty on the 
premises. 

(2) The destruction under SUbsection (1) 
shall be carried out under the supervision of a 
veterinary inspector or a meat inspector in such 
manner as he may direct. 

15. 'rhe carcasses of animals destroyed under 
sections 13 and 1l~ shall be disposed of or destroyed 
in such manner as a veterinary inspector or a meat 
inspector may by notice in writinc; direct, havinG 
regard to sections 5 nnd 9. 

P/.RT V - 20HPEliS~ 

,.,16. (1) Subject to subsccfion (2), where the 
Ol,iner of an animal is required to slaUGhter it or 
destroy it under sectil'llS 8, 11, 13 or 14 Gnd where 
he is required to castrate it under sections 10 or 13, 
he shall be paid compensation therefor by the Head of 
the Condominium i,gricul tural Depr:>:rtmcnt in such amount 
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as the Resident Commissioners may detormine by Joint 
Decision made under this section. 

(2) No owner who has been convicted of an 
offence contrqry tofuis ReGulation shall be paid 
compensation under thi~ section and no such compensation 
shall be paid tOM owner if t'he Resident Commissioners 
determine thRt the owner has been neBligont in tho 
manaGement of his animals so as to avoid their infection 
with brucellosis or so as to eliminate that disease 
frcm his premises. 

(3) The determination by tho Resident 
Commissioners under subsection (2) shnll not be 
challenged or reviewed in any court. 

Pi.RT VI - ENDING OF RESTRICTION ----.---
17. (1) The Resident Commissioners may by Joint 
Decision l'rovisionully declare any restricted promiseD 
or any restricted area no longer to be such a premises 
or oxen where upon testing under section 7 no reactor 
has been f)und on the i.,remises or in any premises in 
tho area for a period of six months from the date 
when a reactor was last so found. 

(2) If at any time .... li thin a period of blenty-
four months from the date when a reactor was last found 
on premises or in an area tu which subsection (1) 
appliea a reactor is again found on the premises or 
in the area, the promises or the area, as the case 
may be, shall, by operation of this section only, 
be a restricted premises or a restricted urea. 

(3) A provisional declaration undor subsection 
(1) shall become final if upon testing under section 7 
no reactor has boen found on the premises, or on any 
premises in the area, as the case may be, for a period 
of twenty-four months from the date when a reactor was 
last there found, and thereupon neither the premises 
nor the area shall again become restricted save by 
operation of a Joint Declaration made under section 3. 

18. (1) Any person who contravenes or fails to 
comply with any prov~s~on of sections 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 
11, 14 and 15 shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to a fino not exceedinG 
100,000 FNH (or its equi v:::tlent in .imstrnlinn dol1qrs 
at the official rntc of exchanGe) or to imprisonment 
for n term not exceedinc six months or to both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

(2) The owner of an animal shull be liq.b1e 
to be convicted for an offence committed by his servants 
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or aGents or any person acting with his authority 
unless he satisfies the court that that servant, 
aGent or person was acting contrary to his orders or 
ceneral instructions. 

19. (1) The Resident COr.lmissioners may make Joint 
Rules prescribinG the forms to be used for the purposes 
of this ReGulation. 

(2) Until forms are proscribed any paper 
1,o,ri tinr; purportinG to be made by the proper officer 
for the purpose of nny provision of this ReGulation 
nnel which specifies the provision under which it is 
issued shall be a sufficient permit, consent, cert
ificate, appr0val, or notice, as the case may be. 

20. This Joint Regulation may be cited as the 
Brucellosis (Eradication) ReGulation 1977 and shall 
come into operation on the date of its pUblication 
in the Condominium Gazette. 

MADE at Vila the 21st day of November, 1977. 

(; 

The Resident Commissioner 
For the Fren~h R~~~lic 

Her Bri tEl1lni_c..1b-'lj_~f>.t..Y.' s 
Resident Commissioner 
------~-, 

R. GiLUGER J.S. CHAMPION 
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