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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

GENERAL ANNOT ATION. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

As at 13 February 1976 (the date of gazettal of the most comprehensive allocation of 
responsibilities to Ministers and Departments at about the effective date), the administra
tion of this Chapter was vested in the Minister for Primary Industry. 

Accordingly, as at that date, unless some other intention is clearly indicated, by note 
or in the text, references in and in relation to this Chapter to--

"the Minister"-should be read in references to the Minister for Primary Industry; 

"the Departtnental Head"-should be read as references to the Secretary for 
Primary Industry'; 

"the Department"-should be read as references to the Department of Primary 
Industry", 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

Being an Act to provide for the registration and provisional registration of veterinary 
surgeons, and for related purposes. 

PART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

1. Interpretation. 

(1) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears-

"the Board" means the Veterinary Surgeons Board of Papua New Guinea 
established by Section 2; 

"Certificate of, Provisional Registration" means a Certificate of Provisional 
Registration issued under Section 14(3); 

"Certificate of Registration" means a Certificate of Registration issued under 
Section 14(3); 

"the Register" means the Register of Veterinary Surgeons kept under Section 13; 

"registered veterinary surgeon" means a person registered as a veterinary surgeon 
under Section 14; 

"the Registrar" means the Registrar of Veterinary Surgeons appointed under 
Section 12; 

"the regulations" means any regulations made under this Act; 

"this Act" includes the regulations. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act. none of the following acts done or performed by a 
person other than-

(a) a registered veterinary surgeon; or 

(b) a person provisionally registered under this Act who is practising under the 
supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon, 

shall be deemed to be the practice of veterinary surgery:

(c) the spaying of cattle; or 

(d) the castrating, dehorning or inoculation of animals; or 

(e) the tailing of lambs; or 

(I> the performing of the mules operation; or 

(g) the medicinal treatment of animals for external or internal parasites; or 

(h) the performing of any other prescribed operation, treatment or practice. 
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PART II.-ADMINISTRATION. 

2. Establishment of the Board. 

A Veterinary Surgeons Board of Papua New Guinea is hereby established. 

3. Constitution of the Board. 

(1) The Board shall consist of-

(a) the Chief of Division of Animal Industry of the Department; and 

(b) two other members appointed by the Minister by notice in the National 
Gazette. 

(2) Where a vacancy occurs on the Board, the Minister shall appoint a person to fill the 
vacancy. 

4. Deputies. 

(1) The Minister may appoint a person robe a deputy of a member of the Board. 

(2) A person appointed as a deputy is, in the event of the absence from a meeting of 
the member of whom he is the deputy, entitled to attend the meeting and, when so 
attending, shall be deemed to be a member of the Board. 

(3) An act done by a deputy of a member of the Board as such shall not be questioned, 
in any proceedings, on the ground that the occasion for the exercise of his powers or 
functions did not arise or had ceased. 

5. Chairman and Deputy Chairman. 

(1) The Chief of Division of Animal Industry of the Department is the Chairman of 
the Board. 

(2) The Minister may appoint a member of the Board other than the Chief of Division 
of Animal Industry to be the Deputy Chairman of the Board. 

6. Tenure of office. 

(1) A member of the Board other than the Chief of Division of Animal Industry holds 
office for a cerm of three years and is eligible for re-appointment. 

(2) Where the office of a member of the Board becomes vacant before the expiration 
of his term of office, the person appointed to fill the vacancy holds office for the unexpired 
portion of the term of office of the member. 

7. Qualifications. 

A person shall nO[ be appointed as a member, or a deputy of a member, of the Board 
unless he is qualified to be registered under this Act. 

8. Disqualification. 

A person who-

(a) is an undischarged bankrupt, or has his affairs under liquidation by arrange
ment with his creditors; or 

(b) has been convicted 'of an ofIence and sentenced to imprisonment, and has not 
received a free pardon or undergone the sentence; or 

(c) is a person of unsound :mind as that'expression is used in the Public Health Act, 
or is an insane person or a person of unsound mind within the meaning of a 
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law relating to insanity or unsoundness of mind in force in a State or Territory 
of Australia; or 

(d) being registered under this Act 35 a registered veterinary surgeon, ceases to 

be so registered, 

is not capable of being or continuing to be a member, or a deputy of a member, of the 
Board. 

9. Vacation of office. 

The office of a member of the Board becomes vacant if-

(a) the Minister, by written notice, certifies that in his opinion the member is 
incapable for any reason of performing his duties as a member; or 

(b) he resigns his office in writing addressed to the Minister; or 

(c) he dies; or 

(d) he is absent, without leave of the Board, from three consecutive meetings of 
the Board; or 

(e) he is disqualified under Section 8. 

10. Meetings of the Board. 

(1) Subject to Subsection (2), a meeting of the Board shall be convened by the 
Chairman of the Board by written notice to the other members, and shall be held at the 
time and place specified in the notice. 

(2) The Minister may. by written notice to each member, direct that a meeting of the 
Board be held at the time and place specified in the notice. 

11. Procedure at meetings. 

(1) At a meeting of the Board-

(a) two members are a quorum; and 

(b) the Chairman, or in his absence the Deputy Chairman, shall preside; and 

(c) all questions shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the members 
present but no decision shall be taken on any matter unless at least two 
members vote in favour of the decision; and 

(d) the person presiding has a deliberative vote but no casting vote. 

(2) The Board shall cause minutes of its meetings to be kept. 

(3) Subject to this Act, the procedure of the Board is as determined by the Board. 

12. The Registrar. 

The Minister shall appoint an officer of the Department to be the Registrar of 
Veterinary Surgeons for the purposes of this Act. 

13. The Register. 

The Registrar shall-

(a) keep a register, to be called the Register of Veterinary Surgeons of Papua 
New Guinea; and 

(b) in the month of January of each year, publish in the National Gazette a copy 
of the Register as it stood at 31 December of the preceding year. 
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PART J1I.-REGISTRATION AND QUALIFICATIONS. 

14. Manner of registration. 

(1) Where the Board has authorized the registration or provisional registration of a 
person, the Registrar shall effect the registration or provisional registration, as the case may 
be, by entering in the Register, in respect of that person-

(a) his name; and 

(b) his professional address or addresses (if any) in the country or, if he has no 
such professional address, his place of residence (whether in the country or 
elsewhere); and 

(c) particulars of his qualifications and experience; and 

(d) the registration or provisional registration number allotted to him; and 

(e) the date of his registration or provisional registration; and 

(f) such other particulars (if any) as are prescribed. 

(2) An entry in the Register shall be signed by the Registrar. 

(3) Where a person is registered Of provisionally registered under this Act, the 
Registrar shall, on payment of the prescribed fee, cause to be issued to him a Certificate of 
Registration or Provisional Registration, as the case may be, under the hand of the 
Chairman or Deputy Chairman and the seal of the Board. 

15. General qualifications for registration. 

Subject to Section 17(2), the Board shall authorize the registration of a person as a 
veterinary surgeon if the Board is satisfied that die person

(a) has attained the age of 21 years; and 

(b) is of good fame and character; and 

(c) is the holder of a degree, diploma or licence of competency in veterinary 
science, veterinary surgery or veterinary medicine of-

(i) a university of a Srare or Territory of Australia or of ,the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons of Great Britain; or 

(ii) a prescribed university, college, school or other institution whose 
course of instruction with respect to the degree, diploma or licence of 
competency in veterinary $cience, veterinary surgery or veterinary 
medicine-

(A) extends over a period of not less than four years; and 

(B) is in the opinion of rhe Board not lower in standard than the 
Standard required for the award of the degree of Bachelor of 
Veterinary Science of the University of Sydney. 

16. Registration or provisional registration in individual cases. 

(1) The Board may, in its discretion, authorize the registration or provisional 
registration of a person as a veterinary surgeon if it is satisfied that he-

(a) has attained the age of 21 years; and 

(b) is of good fame and character; and 

(c) is the holder of a degree, diploma or licence of competency in veterinary 
science, veterinary surgery or veterinary medicine; and 
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(d) is, by virtue of post-graduate qualifications or particular experience, suitable 
to be registered as a veterinary surgeon in the country. 

(2) Before deciding on an application for registration or provisional registration in 
accordance with Subsection (1), the Board may require the applicant to undergo an 
examination approved by the Board for the purposes of this subsection. 

(3) The period of provisional registration.is such period, not being less than one year 
nor more than five years, determined by the Board in each case. 

(4) A period of provisional registration shall not be extended so that it will exceed five 
years in all. 

(5) At the end of the period of provisional registration, the Board may, subject to 
Subsections (4) and (6)-

(a) authorize the registration of the person provisionally registered; or 

(b) extend the period of provisional registration, 

and may for that purpose require him to undergo an examination approved by the Board 
for the purposes of this subsection. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the Board may cancel the provisional 
registration of a person who, in an examination under Subsection (5), fails to satisfy the 
Board as to his competency. 

(7) A person who-

(a) is provisionally registered under this Act; and 

(b) practises as a veterinary surgeon in the country in his own right or in 
partnership with another registered veterinary surgeon, or otherwise than 
under the supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon, 

is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty for an offence against this subsection: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding KlD.OO. 

17. Application for registration. 

(1) A person desiring to be registered or provisionally registered under this Act shall 
make written application to the Board accompanied by-

(a) the prescribed fee; and 

(b) proof of the qualifications and experience on which he relies; and 

(c) a statutory declaration stating-

(i) that he has attained the age of 21 years; and 

(ii) whether or not he has made a previous application to be registered or' 
provisionally registered as a veterinary surgeon under this Act or 
under the law of any other country or of a State or Territory of 
Australia, and if any such application was refused the reason for the 
refusal; and 

(iii) whether he is, or was at any time, registered or provisionally registered 
as a veterinary surgeon under this Act or under the law of any other 
country or of a State or Territory of Australia, and if he was so 
registered and his' registration was cancelled or suspended the reasons 
for the cancellation or suspension. 
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(2) The Board may require an applicant for registration or provisional r~gi5tration to 
attend personally before it, and if the applicant fails to attend as required may refuse the 
application. 

18. Refusal by the Board to register. 

If the Board refuses to authorize the registration of a person, it shall, if the person so 
requests, state in writing the reason for the refusal. 

19. Evidence of registration. 
(1) A Certificate of Registration or Certificate of Provisional Registration is evidence 

that the person specified in the Certificate-

(a) was registered or provisionally registered, as the case may be, under this Act 
on the date specified in the Certificate; and 

(b) has continued to be so registered or provisionally registered. 

(2) Judicial notice shall be taken of the signature of the Chairman or Deputy Chairman 
of the Board appearing on a Certificate of Registration or Provisional Registration, and of 
the fact that the person by whom the Certificate purports to have been signed was, at the 
time when the Certificate was signed, the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Board, 35 

the case may be. 

20. Fraudulent registration. 
A person who, in cannexion with an application for registration or provisional 

registration under this Act, makes a false or misleading statement, or produces a false 
certificate, testimonial or other document, is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

21. Notification of change of address. 
A person who-

(a) is registered or provisionally registered under this Act; and 

(b) changes his professional address in the country, or establishes a professional 
address or an additional professional address in the country. 

must, within 28 days after the change or establishment, notify the Registrar in writing. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K100.00. 

22. Alteration of Register. 
(1) The Board-

(a) shall cause to be removed from the Register the names of all veterinary 
surgeons who have died; and 

(b) may cause such alterations to be made to the particulars recorded in the 
Register as are necessary. 

(2) The Board may cause the name of a veterinary surgeon to be removed from the 
Register-

(a) at his request: or 

(b) if he fails, without reasonable excuse (proof of which is on him), to pay any 
fees due under this Act within six months after a notice of demand is served 
on him-

(i) personally or by post; or 
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(ij) by leaving it, at the address entered in relation to hirh in the Register 
under Section 14(l)(b), with some person apparently over the age of 
18 years and apparently living or employed on the premises. 

(3) The Board may, by notice to a veterinary surgeon, posted or otherwise delivered 
to him at-

(a) his professional address or one of his professional addresses recorded in the 
Register; or 

(b) his last-known place of residence, 

inquire whether his professional address or addresses in the country, or his place of 
residence, is or are still as shown in the Register. 

(4) If an answer to a notice under Subsection (3) is not returned within six months 
after the date of the posting or other delivery of the notice, the Board may cause the name 
of the person concerned to be removed from the Register. 

(5) A name removed from the Register under this section may be restored by 
authority of the Board. 

23. Cancellation or suspension of registration. 

(1) Subject to Section 24, the Board may order the cancellation, or the suspension for 
such period as it thinks proper, of the registration or provisional registration under this Act 
of a person-

(a) whose registration or provisional registration has been obtained by fraud or 
misrepresentation; or 

(b) who is convicted. whether in the country or elsewhere, of an offence that in 
the opinion of the Board makes him unfit to practise as a veterinary surgeon; 
or 

(c) who, owing to his mental condition, is incapable of managing himself or his 
affairs afld requires oversight, care or control for his own good or in the 
public interest; or 

(d) who is found by the Board to have been guilty of

(i) using intoxicating liquor or drugs to excess; or 

(ii) disgraceful or improper conduct, in his professional capacity or 
otherwise; or 

(iii) any other prescribed misconduct; or 

(e) whose degree, diploma, .licence of competency or other qualification has been 
withdrawn or cancelled by the university, college, school or other institution 
by which it was conferred for a reason, or on grounds, that would entitle the 
Board to cancel or suspend his registration or provisional registration. 

(2) If the Board orders the cancellation or suspension under this section of the 
registration or provisional registration of a person, the Board shall, if required by him, state 
in writing the reason for the order. 

24. Inquiry before cancellation or suspension. 

(1) Before orderi!!g the cancellation or suspension under Section 23 of the registration 
or provision~ registration of a person, the Board shall hold an inquiry. 

(2) At the inquiry, the person concerned may be represented by a lawyer or an agent, 
who may examine witnesses and address the Board on his behalf. 
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(3) In conducting the inquiry, the Board is not bound by rules of evidence or legal 
procedure, but may inform itself in such manner as it thinks proper. 

(4) The Principal Legal Adviser may appoint a lawyer to assist the Board. 

(5) Pending the outcome of the inquiry, the Board may suspend the registration or 
provisional registration of the person concerned. 

(6) For the purposes of this Act, during the period of any temporary suspension 
imposed under Subsection (5) the person suspended shall be deemed not to be registered 
or provisionally registered, as the case may be, under this Act. 

25. Surrender of Certificate, etc. 

(1) Where the registration or provisional registration of a person under this Act is 
cancelled or suspended, the Board may, by written notice posted or otherwise delivered to 

him at-

(a) his professional address, or one of his professional addresses, as last recorded 
in the Register; or 

(b) his last-known place of residence, 

require him to deliver to the Board, within 14 days after receipt of the notice, his 
Certificate of Registration or Provisional Registration. 

(2) A person who, without lawful excuse (proof of which is on him), refuses or fails to 
comply with a requirement in a notice under Subsection (1) is guilty of an offence. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding K10.00' 

26. Appeals. 

(1) Where the Board-

(a) refuses an application for registration under this Act; or 

(b) orders the cancellation or suspension under Section 23 of the registration or 
provisional registration of a person, 

the person may appeal to the N adonal Court against the decision of the Board. 

(2) An appeal, under Subsection (1), shall be in the nature of a rehearing, but the 
Court may have regard to any material that was before the Board. 

(3) The Board is the respondent on the appeal. 

(4) On an appeal under this section, the Court may

(a) quash the order of the Board and order-

(i) that the person concerned be registered; or 

(ii) that the registration or provisional registration, as' the case requires, of 
the person concerned be restored; or 

(iii) in the case of a suspension, that the suspension be removed; or 

(b) substitute for the order of the Boatd any other order that the Board could 
have made under Section 23; or 

(c) dismiss the appeal. 

1 Sic. No "ordinary" penalty was provided for. 
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27. Application for re-registration. 

(1) Where the registration or provisional registration of a person has been cancelled 
under Secdon 23 or 26, he may apply for re-registration on the ground that, by reason of 
a specified change in circumstances that has occurred since the date of the cancellation, it 
is just that his registration or provisional registration, as the case may be, should be 
restored. 

(2) On an application under this section, the Board may, in its discretion, order that 
the registration or provisional registration, as the case may be, of the applicant be restored. 

PART IV.-MISCELLANEOUS. 

28. Fees. 

The Board may demand and collect in advance such fees as are prescribed. 

29. Unregistered persons practising veterinary surgery. 

Subject to this Act, a person other than

(a) a registered veterinary surgeon; or 

(b) a person provisionally registered under this Act practising under the 
supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon, 

who practises veterinary surgery for gain is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine nOt exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding KIO.OO. 

30. Firms or companies practising veterinary surgery. 

A firm or company must not practise veterinary surgery unless-

(a) all of its employees who are engaged in veterinary surgery are

(i) registered veterinary surgeons; or 

(ii) persons provisionally registered under this Act who are practIsmg 
under the supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon; and 

(b) in the case of a firm, all of the members of the firm who are engaged In 

veterinary surgery are registered veterinary surgeons. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding KIO.OO. 

3 L Administration of estate of deceased veterinary surgeon. 

On the death of a person who was at the time of his death practising as a registered 
veterinary sugeon, the executor~ administrator or trustee of his estate may employ a 
registered veterinary surgeon to conduct the practice for a period of three months after the 
date of the death or for such longer period as the Boatd permits. 

32. Unlawful use of title "veterinary surgeon". 

(1) In this section, unless the contrary intention appears, "person" includes a firm or 
company. 
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(2) Subject to this section, a person who is prohibited by this Act from practising 
veterinary surgery and who-

(a) takes or uses, alone or in combination with any other words or letters, the 
title "veterinary surgeon" or a name, title, addition or description (including 
initials or letters placed after his name) indicating or implying- that he is-

(i) . registered under this Act; or 

(ii) a person qualified to practise veterinary surgery; or 

(b) holds himself Out, by advertisement or otherwise, as being

(i) qualified or authorized to practise veterinary surgery; or 

(ii) a person who practises veterinary surgery, 

is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K200.00. 

Default penalty: A fine not exceeding KlD.OO. 

(3) It is not an offence against this section for a person who is entitled to an academic 
degree, honour or other academic qualification to associate with his name the description 
of the degree, honour or qualification, or an accepted abbreviation of the degree, honour 
or qualification. 

33. Summoning of witnesses. 

(I) The Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Board may, by writing under his hand, 
summon a person to attend the Board at a time and place specified in the summons, and 
then and there to give evidence and produce any books" documents or writings in his 
custody or control that he is required by the summons to produce. 

(2) A summons under Subsection (I) shall be served

(a) personally; or 

(b) by sending it by prepaid registered letter addressed to the person at his place 
of abode or business last-known to the Chairman or Deputy Chairman; or 

(c) by leaving it, at the place of abode or business of the person last-known to the 
Registrar, with some person apparently an inmate of that place and apparently 
not less than 16 years of age. 

34. Examination on oath. 

A member of the Board may administer an oath to a person appearing as a witness 
before the Board, whether the witness has been summoned or appears without being 
summoned, and- the witness may be examined on oath. 

35. Failure to attend or produce documents. 

(1) A person served with a summons to attend the Board who fails, without reasonable 
excuse (proof of which is on him)-

(a) to attend the Board; or 
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(b) to produce the books, documents or writings that he is required by the 
summons to produce, 

is guilry of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding KIOO.OO. 

(2) It is a defence to a prosecution for failing without reasonable excuse to produce a 
book, document or writing if the defendant proves that the book, document or writing was 
not relevant to the matter the subject of the proceedings of the Board. 

36. Refusal to be sworn or give evidence. 

(1) Subject to this section, a person appearing as a witness before the Board who 
refuses to be sworn or to make an affirmation or to answer a question relevant to the 
proceedings put to him by a member 01 the Board is guilty 01 an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding KlOO.OO. 

(2) A statement or disclosure made by a witness to the Board is not, except in 
proceedings for the offence of perjury, admissible in evidence against him in any legal 
proceedings. 

(3) This section does not make a person compellable to answer a question that might 
tend to criminate him. 

37. Protection of witnesses. 

A witness before the Board has the same protection as a witness in proceedings before 
the National Court. 

38. Fees and allowances to witnesses. 

(1) A witness summoned to attend before the Board is entided to receive fees in 
accordance with the scale of fees payable in respect of attendance before the National Court 
or, in special circumstances, such fees as are fixed by the Board. 

(2) The lees referred to in Subsection (1)-

(a) are payable by any person at whose request the summons was -issued; and 

(b) if the summons was issued otherwise than at the request of a person-are 
payable by the State. 

39. Inspection of books, etc. 

The Board may-

(a) inspect any books, documents or writings before it; and 

(b) retain them lor such reasonable period as it thinks proper; and 

(c) make copies of such portions of them as are relevant to any matter before the 
Board. 

40. Power of search. 1 

(1) For the purposes of this Act, a person authorized in writing by the Chairman or 
Deputy Chairman of the Board may enter, at all reasonable times, any premises in which-

(a) a registered veterinary surgeon or a person provisionally registered under this 
Act is carrying on business; or 

1 But see Constitution. Section 44. 
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(b) it is reasonably suspected that veterinary surgery is practised, 

and may examine any books, papers, records, apparatus, drugs, animals or articles stored, 
used or kept in cannexion with any such business or practice. 

(2) A person who-

(a) molests, obstructs or endeavours to intimidate a person authorized uncler 
Subsection (1) in the performance of his duty under this Act; or 

(b) refuses to permit a person so authorized to examine books, papers, records, 
apparatus, drugs ,or articles, or refuses to produce them for examination, 

is guilry of an offence. 

Penalry: A line not exceeding K200.00. 

41. Offences by corporations, erc. 
Where a person guilry of an offence against this Act is

(a) a corporation; or 

(b) a person who purported to act for or on behalf of.a corporation or a firm, 

any director, manager, secretary, officer or member of the corporation or the firm, as the 
case may be, who was knowingly a parry to the offence is also guilry of the offence. 

42. Regulations. 
The Head of State, acting 00 advice, may make regulations, not inconsistent with ·this 

Act, prescribing all matters that by this Act are required or permitted to be prescribed, or 
that are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this 
Act, and in panicular for prescribing matters providing for and in relation to-

.(a) the fees (if any), in respect of any ,application, registration, provisional 
registration, certificate, enrolment or other act or thing provided for or 
required under this Act or the regulations; and 

(-b) the employment .in private veterinary practice of persons other than regis. 
tered vere.rinary surgeons; and 

(&) the manner in which, and the extent to which, a registered veterinary surgeon 
is authorized to advertise; -and 

.(10 the imposition of penalties of lines not exceeding K40;OO for .offences against 
the ·regulations. 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98. 

Veterinary Surgeons Regulation. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 
1. Interpretation-

"newspaper" 

"professional rooms". 
2. Applications for Certificates of Registration, etc. 

3. Certificates of Registration, etc. 

4. Duplicate Certificates of Registration, etc. 
5. Misconduct. 
6. Sale of products. 
7. Trading business. 
8. Advertisements in newpapers. 

9. Advertisements by mail. 
10. Appointment cards, etc. 

11. Listing in telephone directory. 

12. Articles, lectures, etc. 
13. Publication of reports on products. 

14. Signs. 
15. Application to restore name to Register. 

16. Seal of rhe Board. 
17. Fees. 

SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE I. 
FORM I.-Application for Registration/Provisional Registration 

as a Veterinary SUl'geon. 
FORM 2.-Certificate of Registration/Provisional Registration. 

SCHEDULE 2.-Fees. 

17 



) 

18 



() 

) 

INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98. 

Veterinary Surgeons Regulation. 

MADE under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

1. Interpretation. 

In this Regulation, unless the contrary intention appears-

"newspaper" includes a journal, magazine, hand-book and any other publication 
that ordinarily contains advertising, other than an official telephone directory; 

"professional rooms" includes a consulting room, surgery, laboratory and 
dispensary. 

2. Applications for Certificates of Registration, etc. 

An application for a Certificate of Registration or a Certificate of Provisional 
Registration shall be in Form 1. 

3. Certificates of Registration, etc. 

A Certificate of Registration or Provisional Registration shall be in Form 2, and shall 
be renewed annually by the Board. 

4. Duplicate Certificates of Registration, etc. 

Where the Board is satisfied that a Certificate of Registration or a Certificate of 
Provisional Registration has been lost, stolen or destroyed, the Registrar may, on receipt of 
the prescribed fee, issue a duplicate Certificate to the veterinary, surgeon named in the 
Certificate. 

5. Misconduct. 

For the purposes of Section 23(1)( d)(iii) of the Act, a person is guilty of misconduct if 
he-

(a) does or permits to be done, in his practice, an act that can reasonably be 
regarded as calculated-

(i) to attract business unfairly; or 

(ii) to seek personal advantage at the expense of professional colleagues; 
or 

(b) publishes or permits publication of the fact that he is treating an individual 
case; or 

(c) except as permitted by the Act, publishes a reference to his qualifications 
other than his degrees, diplomas and licences of competency in veterinary 
science and the title of "veterinary surgeon" or other like title; or 

(d) engages in commercial enterprises in association with his practice, otherwise 
than in accordance with Sections 6 and 7. 
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6. Sale of products. 

A registered veterinary surgeon must not sell from his professional rooms drugs, 
animal remedies, instruments, medicated food or any other product used fol' the treatment 
of animals unless-

(a) he has-

(i) attended-

(A) the animal for which the product is required; or 

(B) another animal kept on the same land by the same owner; or 

(ii) discussed the case with the owner of the animal for which the product 
is required and is reasonably satisfied that the product will be used 
correcdy and is well suited for the purpose for which it is required; and 

(b) the products sold are not displayed in his professional rooms or advertised in 
any way by him. 

Penalty: A fine nOt exceeding K40.00. 

7. Trading business. 

A registered veterinary surgeon who is in practice must not own or operate a trading 
business for the sale of drugs, animal remedies, instruments, medicated food or other 
products used for the treatment of animals unless-

(a) the premises used foi the trading business are not in the same building as the 
veterinary surgeon's professional fooms; and 

(b) no animal or specimen for diagnosis is treated or examined on the premises 
used for the trading business; and 

(c) no drug rhe use of which is restricted or that may not lawfully be sold except 
on prescription is sold from the trading business; and 

(d) the name of the veterinary surgeon, the name under which his practice is 
conducted or his title, degree or address, or any indication of any of them, is 
not displayed in or on the premises used for trading business or mentioned in 
advertising of the trading business except as required by law; and 

(e)- no vehicle displaying an advertisement associated with the trading business is 
used in connexion with the veterinary surgeon's practice. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K40.00. 

8. Advertisements in newspapers. 

A registered veterinary surgeon must not advertise in a newspaper unless

(a) the wording of the advertisement includes only-

(i) the name of the veterinary surgeon, his degrees, diplomas or licences 
of competency in veterinary science and the title "veterinary surgeon" 
or other like title; and 

(ii) rhe address and telephone number of the veterinary surgeon; and 

(iii) the hours of consultation; and 

(iv) where the advertisement is inserted for the purpese of announcing the 
commencement, discontinuance, resumption, removal, sale or purchase 
of a practice-the particulars of the commencement, discontinuance, 
resumption, removal, sale or pur~hase; and 
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(b) the advertisement is in ordinary type and does not exceed one column in 
width or 25 rom in height; and 

(c) the advertisement does not appear-

(i) in the case of an advertisement inserted for the purpose of announcing 
the commencement, discontinuance, resumption, removal, sale or 
purchase of a practice-in more than two issues of a newspaper, the 
second appearance being not later than two months after the first; or 

(ii) in the case of any other advertisement-more than once in any issue of 
a newspaper. 

Penalty: A line not exceeding K40.00. 

9. Advertisements by mail. 

(1) Subject to Subsection (2) and to Section 10, a registered veterinary surgeon who 
sends through the post a letter, circular or other document for the purpose of advertise
ment is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A line not exceeding K40.00. 

(2) A registered veterinary surgeon may inform his clients, by mail, of the resumption, 
discontinuance, removal, sale or purchase of a veterinary practice if the advice complies 
with Section 8(a). 

10. Appointment cards, etc. 

(1) A registered veterinary surgeon who gives or sends an appointment card to a 
person who is not his bona fide client is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A line nOt exceeding K20.00. 

(2) Notwithstanding Section 9, where a registered veterinary surgeon gives or sends 
or uses a letterhead, memorandum or account form in connexion with his veterinary 
practice, the card, letterhead, memorandum or account form may include only the 
particulars referred to in Section 8(a)(i), (ii) and (iii). 

11. Listing in telephone directory. 

A registered veterinary surgeon listed in the official telephone directory, who causes 
the listing-

(a) to be other than in ordinary type and setting; or 

(b) to include anything other than the particulars referred to in Section 8(a)(i) and 
(ii), 

is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A line not exceeding K20.00. 

12. Articles, lectures, etc. 

A registered veterinary surgeon must not publish signed articles, give public lectures 
or broadcasts or give press interviews on professional subjects or demonstrations of 
veterinary procedure unless-

(a) he is not referred to in or in connexion with any such article, lecture, 
interview or demonstration otherwise than by his name, his degrees, diplomas 
or licences of competency in veterinary science and the title "veterinary 
surgeon" or other like tide; and 
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(b) the article, lecture, interview or demonstration does not include anything in 
the nature of advertisement for the veterinary surgeon; and 

(c) in the case of a demonstration of veterinary procedure-the demonstration is 
made only to owners of, or to persons concerned with, the care of live stock. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K40.00. 

13. Publication of reports on products. 

A registered veterinary surgeon who permits-

(a) publication of a report, under his name, on a drug, animal remedy, 
instrument, medicated food or other product used for the treatment of 
animals; or 

(b) the use of his name, in the quotation of an extract from a publication dealing 
with a veterinary subject, by a manufacturer, distributor or vendor for the 
purpose of advertisement of the products of a manufacturer, distributor or 
vendor. 

is guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K40.00. 

14. Signs. 

(1) A registered veterinary surgeon must not affix to the exterior of premises at which 
he or a registered veterinary surgeon employed by him is in attendance, for the purpose of 
carrying on his veterinary practice, a notice, plate or sign, unless-

(a) the wording of the notice, plate or sign includes only-

(i) his name, his degrees, diplomas or licences of competency in veter
inary science and the tide "veterinary surgeon" or other like tide; and 

(ii) his telephone number; and 

(iii) his hours of consultation; and 

(b) the notice, plate or sign does not exceed 300 mm in height and 600 mm in 
length. 

Penalty: A fine nOt exceeding K40.00. 

(2) Where a registered veterinary surgeon habitually attends less often than one day 
in each month at premises on which a notice, plate or sign is affixed in accordance with 
Subsection (1), the notice, plate or sign must not be on view to the public for more than 
seven days before each day of attendance. 

Penalty: A fine not exceeding K20.00. 

15. Application to restore name to Register. 

An application under Section 27 of the Act to restore a registration or provisional 
registration to the Register shall be in Form 1, with the necessary modifications. 

16. Seal of the Board. 

(1) The seal of the Board shall be inscribed with the words "The Veterinary Surgeons 
Board of Papua New Guinea". 

(2) The Registrar has the custody of the seal, and shall affix the seal only to documents 
authorized by the Act or, in writing, by the Chairman of the Board. 
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17. Fees. 

(I) The fees to be charged by the Board and paid to the Board in respect of any 
application. registration, certificate or other act or thing provided for or required under the 
Act are the fees prescribed in Schedule 2. 

(2) A veterinary surgeon employed under the Public Service Act or employed in Papua 
New Guinea by the Government of Australia is exempt from the payment of the fees 
referred to in Subsection (1). 

(3) Renewal fees for registrations under the Act are due and payable on 1 January each 
year. 

Act, Sees. 17,27. 

Reg., Sees. 2, 15, 

SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE 1. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act. 
Form 1. 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION/PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION' AS A VETERINARY 
SURGEON. 

I, , of , make application for registration/provisional registra~ 
rion· as a veterinary surgeon, and I supply the following particulars for that purpose:-

1. Full name of applicant (in block letters); 
2. Full POstal address: 
3. Full details of qualifications for registration/provisional registration*": 
I deposit with this application-
1. The sum of K as the fee for registration/provisional registration·. 

2. A certified copy of my birth certificate. 

3. Documents verifying my qualifications as set out above. 

I do solemnly and sincerely declare-

1. That I have attained the age of 21 years. 

2. That I am the person named in the documents deposited with this application. 

3. That I have not made a previous application for registration/provisional registration· under the 
Veterinar), Surgeons Act or under the law of any other country or of a State or Territory of 
Australia. 

or 
That I have made an application for registration/provisional registration· that was refused for 
the following reasons:-

or 
That I am/was· between the dates of 19 and 19 
registered/provisionally registered· as a veterinary surgeon under the Veterinary Surgeons Act(or 
under a law of another country or under a law of a State or Territory of Australia). 

or 
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That registration/provisional registration· was cancelled or suspended on 
19 for the following reasons:-

AND I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the statements r.ontained in it to 
be true in every particular. by virtue of the Oatbs, Affirmatiom and Statutory Declarations Act. 

(Signature 0/ Applicant.) 

Declared 19 . 

'Strike out whichever is inapplicable. 

Act, Sec. 14(3). 

Reg., Sec. 3. 

Before me 

(Titl, 0/ Witness.) 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION/PROVISIONAl REGISTRATION'. 

Form 2. 

This is to certify that of was on 19 duly 
registered/provisionally registered' as a veterinary surgeon under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

Dated 19 . 

1.S. 

Chairman of the Veterinary 
Surgeons 'Board of Papua New 
Guinea. 

'Strike out whichever is inapplicable. 

SCHEDULE 2. 

Reg., Sec. 17. 

FEES. 

Application for registration/provisional registration as a veterinary surgeon 

Annual fee for registration/provisional registration as a veterinary surgeon 

Fee for restoration of veterinary surgeon to the Register 

Duplicate Cenificate of Registration/Provisional Registration as a veterinary surgeon. 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION. 

1. Act, Section 12-Appointment of Registrar. 

Divisional Clerk, Division of Animal Industry. Department of Agriculture, Stock and 
Fisheries ( position as at 26 August 1968). 
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

CHAPTER No. 98 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

APPENDIXES. 

APPENDIX 1. 

SOURCE OF THE VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT. 

Part A.-Previous Legislation. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 (No. 21 of 1966) 

as amended by-

Veterinary Surgeons (Deregistration) Act 1968 (No. 83 of 1968) 

Veterinary Surgeons (Amendment) Act 1972 (No. 41 of 1972). 

Part B.-Cross References. 

Section, etc., Previous Section, etc., Previous 
in Revised Reference l

, in Revised Reference l , 

Edition. Edition. 

1 4,43 22 22 
2 5 23 23 
3 6 24 24 
4 9 25 25 
5 12 26 18(1),(3)-(6),26 
6 8 27 27 
7 7 28 28 
8 10 29 29 
9 11 30 30 

10 13(1), (2) 31 31 
11 13(3)-(9) 32 32 
12 14 33 33 
13 15(1) 34 34 
14 15(2),(3),(4) 35 35 
15 16 36 36 
16 16A 37 37 
17 17 38 38 
18 18(2) 39 39 
19 19 40 40,41 
20 20 41 42 
21 21 42 44 

1 Unless olherwise indicated, references are to (he Act set out in Part A. 
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APPENDIX 2. 

SOURCE OF THE VETERINARY SURGEONS REGULATION. 

Part A.-Previous Legislation. 

Veterinary Surgeons Regulations 1967 (Statutory Instrument No. 19 of 1967) 

as amended by-
Statutory Instrument No. 1 of 1973 

Stalult Law Revision (Metric Conversion) Act 1974 (No. 49 of 1974). 

Part B.-Cross References. 

Section, etc., Previous Section, etc,. Previous 
in Revised Reference1. in Revised References1, 
Edition. Edition. 

1 2 12 13 
2 3 13 14 
3 4 14 15 
4 5 15 16 
5 6 16 17 
6 7 17 IS,19,20 
7 S Schedules-
S 9 Schedule 1 First Schedule -
9 10 Form 1 Form 1 

10 11 Form 2 Form 2 
11 12 Schedule 2 Second Schedule 

1 Unless otherwise indicated, references IU'C to the regulations set OUt in Part A. 
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