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No. VI. of1915. 

KING'S REGULATION 

TO 1\1AKE PROVISION FOR A FORCE OF ARMED 
CONSTABULARY WITHIN THE BRITISH SOLOMON 
ISLANDS PROTECTORATE. 

Made by His Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner for 'the 
Western Pacific under the provisions of the Pacific Order in 
Council, 1893. 

In the name of His Majesty., George the Fifth, by the Grace of God 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the 
Faith, Emperor of India. 

1. This Regulation may be cited as the Solomons Constabulary Short title. 

Regulation, 1915. 
2. In this Regulation unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretation. 

" Protectorate" means and includes the islands of the British 
Solomon Islands Protectorate and the waters of the said 
islands for three miles seaward from low-watermark of 
any part thereof. 

"High Commissioner" means His Britannic Majesty's High 
Commissioner for the Western Pacific. 

"Resident Commissioner" means the Resident Commissioner 
in the Protectorate and any person duly authorised to act 
in his place. ' 

" Commandant" means the officer of the Armed Constabulary 
for the time being in command thereof. 

"The Court" means His Britannic Majesty's High Commis
sioner's Court for the Western Pacific and includes each 
member thereof exercising its jurisdiction and authority. 

3. There shall be in the Protectorate a force of Armed Constabu- Name of Force. 

lary to be called "The Armed Constabulary" (hereinafter referred 
to as the Force). 

4. The Force shall consist of such commissioned and non-com- Constitution of 

missioned officers and constables as the High Commissioner may the Force. 

from time to time appoint. 
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5. On the coming into oper.ation of this Regulation every officer 
and other member of the pollee force as h~retofore existing in the 
Protectorate shall be deemed to be appomted or em:olled as an 
officer or member of the Fohrce hanlddsbhalll ~old suil?hrank lU the Force 
as is relative to the rank t en e y 11m unt the determination 

f the term for which he may haye been engaged or enrolled f 
o 'd l' f or service in the sal po ICe orce. 

6. Every member of the F~rce sha!l so long as he continues to be 
such member be a c~mstable 111 and for .tl.le \vh.ol~ Protectorate and 
shall have all such rIghts powers .anthontIes prl\:ll~~e.s and immuni. 
ties and be liable to all such dutIes ~nd re~ponslbil~hes as anyeon. 
stable duly appointed l-:OW has. or IS sU?Ject or lIable to or may 
hereafter have or b~ subject or hable to.elther b~' the Common Law 
of England or by VIrtue of any law whIch now 18 or may hereafter 
be in force in the Protectorate. 

7. The Commandant subject to the general orders and direction 
of the Resident Commissioner shall haye the command and super. 
intendence of the Force and shall enrol such 1lll'11 and appoint such 
non-commissioned officers as may be necessary for maintaining the 
full strength of the Force. 

8. Every constable unless the Hesiclent Commissioner in anI 
special case othenyise directs shall be enrolled in the force for the 
first term of his engagement for not le.-.:s than two years from th~ 
date on which he is taken on the strength of the Force. 

9. Every member of the force ~hnll on his appointment or 
enrolment sign or make his mark to. bl·fore tIll' Commandant and in 
the presence of two \\"itnes:-5e~, this dedaration following, that ista 
say:-

1.. ............................................... <10 soIt-l1ml\' and sincerely declar~ 
that while sefYing in tIl(' Al'llll'd C'Ol{stabulary I \\iil without 
fear favour or affection faithfull\' ('x('("uU' and perform the I 

duties of a constable and all otht:r duties as required oime 
by any law which may now or IH'n'afkr b(' in force. 

Signature or mark of dedarant... .......................... , .. .. 
Signature of witm·ss ................................... _ ................... ,' 

Declared before me this ........................... day oL ............. J9, ..... , 
............. ,,""'"" 

Ullicer in Command, 

10. Any member of the Foree who has completed or is withinsi! 
months <?f completing a term of engagement. may if suitable re·engag~ 
to serve m the Force for a further period of not Ie:;.;;; than one year. 

th Ii If any question shall arise' as to thr right of any .member ~l : 
e orce to J:told or. exercise such oilier common reputatIOn shall ~ 

deemed SuffiCIent eVIdence of such ri(l'ht. ' 
o ' 

12. It shall be the duty of the Foree-
(1) to keep watch b~y day and night in order to preser1e th~ , 

peace and prevent and detect crime j u 
(2) t~ app.re~end and bring bdore the Court persons. fo~ 

omnllttmg any offence or whom they may rea~on b1 
suspect of haVing committed any offence or who may e , 
charged " tIl' .' d lil' cr theW r \\ 1 . I lavmg comnuttcd any offence ren er I:) 

lable to arrest without warrant· ~ l' 
(3) (a) to prose?u~e. before the Cou~t in all cases of o~fn~h: 

where It IS III the opinion of a European officer.,. . 
For d . b th pro~ecu . ce eSIra Ie in the public interest that e Force 
bon should be undertaken by a member of,thheeResi. 
or where an order to that effect is made b) t 
dent Commissioner' , 
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(b) the Commandant or any European commissioned officer 
. shall ~ave t?e right to appear before the Court in all 

cases I~ whICh a member of the Force is prosecuting 
as herembefore provided; 

to serve and execute all process which they may be directed 
by compe~ent authority to serve or execute; 

to repress mternal disturbances; 
to defend the Protectorate against, external aggression; 
generally to do and perform all the duties appertaining to 
the office of a constable. 

13. No member ~f the For?e shall during the currency of his term No member of 
-of engagement resIgn or wIthdraw from the duties of his office th~Forc~to 

. th t th t . . . . resIgn WIthout WI ou e.consen m W!It~ng of ~he Commandant, subJect to appeal written consent 
to the ReSIdent CommISSIOner m the event of his being refused of Co~mandant .. t d d . . or ReSIdent Com· permIsSIOn 0 0 SO, an any member who shall so resIgn or wIth- missioner. 

draw. ~ithout ~uch consent shall be liable to arrest and shall upon 
conVICtIOn be lIable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds or to 
a term of imprisonment with or without hard labour not exceeding 
six months at the discretion of the Court. 

14. Upon the withdrawal retirement or dismissal from office of Members leaving 

any member of the Force all authority vested in him as such shall !~~;~~c;.:' :~h~!ve up 

cease and any member of the Force not delivering up in such cases Crown property. 

his arms ammunition clothing and accoutrements or other property 
in his possession belonging to the Crown shall on conviction be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds or to a term of imprison-
ment not exceeding six months with or without hard labour at the 
discretion of the Court and the Court by which such conviction is 
made shall issue its warrant to search for and seize for the use of 
His Britannic :Majesty the said arms ammunition clothing accoutre-
ments and other property wheresoever they may be found. 

15.-( 1) Any member of the Force who- Penalty for dis, 

(a) disobeys the lawful commands of his superior officer; or ~~=~1~~~~. 
(b) absents himself from duty; or 
(c) malingers or feigns or wilfully produces in himself any 

disease or infirmity; 
shall, on conviction, be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds 
or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding six months with or 
without hard labour at the discretion of the Court. 

16. The Commandant may, subject to the approval of the Resi- S:,sp~nsion and 

C 
. f . d . ffi· d d· dISmlssal by dent ommissIOner, or mIse on uct or me Clency suspen or IS- Commandant. 

miss from the Force any member thereof not being a European 
commissioned officer and may for a 'like reason reduce any such 
member from a higher to a lower grade. 

17. No member of the Force shall receive pay for any period P,,:y during im· 

d · h· h h ... d t I th C d pnsonment. urmg W IC e IS In prIson un er a sen ence un ess e omman-
. ant otherwise orders. 

18. Any penalty imposed upon any'member of the Force under Penalties may be 
. l· d RId th d . dd· deducted from thIS Regu atIOn or un er any u es rna e ereun er may m a 1- pay. 

tion to any mode of recovery allowed by law be deducted from the 
pay of the offender by the Commandant who shall pay all moneys 
so deducted to the Treasurer of Protectorate Government for its use. 

19. In the event of no European commissioned officer of the Force District control 
. . d· t . t h b f th F where no bemg present m any IS ~lC W ere ~nl mem ers 0 ~ orc~ m~y E~r~pean com· 

for the time being be statIOned the CIVIl officer for the tIme bemg m mIsslOned officer 

charge of such district or such ot~er officer as may .be ~ominated by present. 

the Resident Commissioner shall m and for such dIstrIct be deemed 
to be a European commissioned officer of the Force in charge of the 
members of the Force stationed in such district and shall have and 
-exercise all powers as such. . 
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20. Any person w~o n?t being a. member of the Force-:-. 
(1) shaH have m hIS posseSSIOn any arms a~mullltlOn clothinrr 

outrements or other property supphed to any memb ~ 
~~c1ilie Force and who shall not satisfactorily account f~~ 
his possession thereof; or. . 

(2) shall put on or assume or ImItate. the ~ress or uniform or 
any distinguishing mark or the desIgnation name or descrip. 
tion of any member of the Force; 

shall on conviction be liable to a penalty nO.t exc:edingfifty pounds 
. t a term of imprisonment not exceedmg SIX months with or 
:th~ut hard labour at the discretion of the Court. 

21. Any person who induce~ or attempts to induce any member 
of the Force to neglect or Olmt to perf.orm any duty shall on con. 
viction be liable to a penalty not exceedmg fifty pounds orto aterm 
of imprisonment not exceeding six months with or without hard 
labour at the discretion of the Court. 

22. Where any punishment is provided for both by this Regulation 
or by any Rules made· thereunder and also b~T any other law for the 
same offence the punishments shall be alternative and not cumulative. 

,Resident Com. 23.-(1) The Resident Commis~ioner m~y, subject to the approval 
missioner may make of the High Commissioner, from tnue to tlllle make Rules, not beinrr 
Rul\,s, &c. inconsistent with the provisions of this Hegulation. for the recruitin~ 

and enrolment of members of the Force, for its discipline, govern~ 
ment, disposal, payment, and equipment, and generally in respect 
of all matters which may be necessary or convcnient for renderinli 
the Force efficient. Such Rules may provide penalties for th~ 
breach thereof by way of fine not exeecding fiye pounds or imprison. 
ment with or without hard labour not exceeding one month or 
fatigue duty not exceeding ten hours a day for a period of not more 
than fourteen days. 

(2) The Commandant and in his absence the Senior European 
Commissioned Officer present in the district shall have power to 
adjudicate upon any such breach of the Rules and to award any of 
the penalties hereinbefore contained provided always that any 
~ember ~f the. Force who may be dissatisfied with any decision 
gIven ~g~Hnst hIm shall have the right of appeal to the Resident 
CommISsIOner . 

. P~blished and exhibited in the Public Office of the High Com· 
mlSSIOner for the Western Pacific this ninet€cnth day ,of .June, 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen. '. . 

By Command, 

A. L. AYTON, 
Acting Secretary to His Britannic Majesty's High OwmissiQner 

for the \Vest.ern Pacific. 

Prinrer to th G Suva, Fiji: Printed by S. B.lCB, 
[Pripe, 18.] "e ,0Ye~ent of IDs Britannic lIajeaty·,llJp' C~lIlmi5liiolllor!,be W.Wll'~ciJ\t· 

1915. 


