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[L.S.] BICKHAM ESCOTT, 
High Commissioner. 

No. IV. of 1914. 

KING'S REGULATION 

TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUE OF COMMISSIONS OF 
INQUIRY IN THE BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 
AND THE GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLAND PRO-

TECTORATES. 

Made by His Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific under the provisions of the Pacific Order in 

Council, 1893. 

In the name of His Majesty, George the Fifth, by the Grace of God 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the 
Faith, Emperor of India. 

! 1. This Regulation may be cited as the Solomon and Gilbert Short title. 

, and Ellice Islands (Commissions of Inquiry) Regulation, 1914. 
/ ~ . .-'" .• ~, ~ / C l'k!' ~ " 'c . ,.. 

2. In this Regulation unless the Gontext- otherwise' requires- Interpretation. 

"- " Commission" means a commission of inquiry issued under 
this Regulation. 

" Commissioner" means a member of a Commission; 
" Commissioners" where only one Commissioner is appointed, 

means the Commissioner; 
" Protectorate" means either the British Solomon Islands 

Protectorate or the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate; 
"Resident Commissioner" means the Resident Commissioner 

of the Protectorate wherein a Commission is issued; 
"the Court" means His Britannic Majesty's·High Comp1is-

sioner's Court for the Western Pacific. , ,,' 
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('OtllIII i...;<.;ions of 
In'l"iry. 

Inability of 
Commissioner 
to act. 

Death, &c." of 
IteBident Com
miKsioner not to 
,dIed Commission. 

COlllllliqsioncr's 
oath. 

Secretary uf 
COn1111iRsion. 
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, 1 f the Resident Commissioner, when. 
3.-(1) It shall be Jawfu t~rissue a Commission appointing one 

ever he deems it advlsabled' thorising them, or any of them, to 
C . ioners an aU ld ~ tl . . or more ommlSS . h' h an inquiry wou ,lll ,le opmlOn 

inquire into a~lJ matt~r ~n w l~e for the public welfare. 
of the Resident Co.m:~rnssIO~:J' specify the subject of inquiry and 

(2) The Comm~ssIOn Statement of the case upon 'which the 
shall be accompamed b~ a s in the discretion of the Resident-
inquiry ~vas o~dered an ma~, than one Commissioner, direct which 
CommissIOner, If there arhe J?or n where and when the inquiry shall 
C .' ner shall be c alrma , 1 1'''' omlnlSSIO t th of rendered and whet leI' t 1e mqmry 
be made and the repor ere.' ' 
h 11 h 11 not be held in publIc. sa, or s a

h 
b' f a direction to the contrary, the inquiry 

(3) In tea sence 0 • . 1 11 I 1 ' 
shall be held in public, but the <?ommlssIOners s la ,.~leycrft 1e etsls, 
be entitled to exclude any partICular person or p~I::'Ol~S or 1(> 

t
. f der or for the due conduct of the mqUlry, or for 

preserva IOn 0 or , ' 
any other reason. 

4. If any Commissioner is or b~c<?mes unn,blc or l.llltwillingl to 

t d · s the Resident CommIssIOner mn,y appOlll allot ler ac, or Ie, . . bid 
Commissioner in, his place, and any CommIssIOn may e a tere 
as the Resident Commissioner deems proper b~r n, ~ubsequl'llt Com· 
mission, or may be revoked altogether by n, notIficn,tIon to that effect 
publicly given in the Protectorate. 

5. No Commission shall lapse by ren,son of, or be othl'l'wise 
affected by, the death, absence, or removal of the H.esidt.'llt Com· 
missioner who has issued the same. 

6.-(1) Every Commissioner shn,ll mn,ke and subsl'l'ilw all oath. 
or affirmation and declaration, thn,t he will full~-, faithfully, 
impartially, and to the best of his n,bility discharge thl' trust. and 
perform the duties, devolving upon him by virtue of t Ill' l'olllllli~~ion, 

(2) The oath or affirmation and declaration afon'said lila\, be 
taken or made before the Resident Commissioner. or before 'such 
person as he may appoint to receive the sn,me, and ~hall lll' cOlllmitted 
to writing and deposited by the Commissioner with the Rt':-:idrnt 
Commissioner. 

7., T,he Resident Commissioner may appoint a :-:l'Cl'l'tary to attmd 
~he slttmgs of the Commi.ssion, to record its proc('('din~:-i anel k\'l'p 
Its papers, to summon WItnesses and minute their kstimoll\-. anci 
genera~ly. to perform such duties connccted with an inquin' 'as the 
CommIssIOners prescribe. ' 

Hllks of procedure. . 8. The Commissioners may make such rules. 110t in(,()I1;;i~t('nt 
WIth the terms of their Commission, for the conc1 IIct of I)r()('l'l'dill~~ 

Powers of 
Commissioners. 

Schedule. 

A ppcarance of 
Coun;c\. 

Pen a Ity for non. 
attt'nlbner and 
mi,,'olHlllct of 
witl1(,s:o:cs. 

before them for the t' d 1 .' --d' ' Imes an p aces of theIr Jllcd 111 (fS and the 
a Journment thereof, as they think proper. ~ 

t 
9.-(1) Th,e Commissioners shall lULYe the POWl'l'S of tlI!' Court 

o summon WItnesses to call f 'th l' ments and t . ' or e pro( uctlOn of hooks and doeu· 

(
2)' A 0 examIne on oath witnesses and parties COIlCI'J'J1{·(l. 

summons to a witnes 1 11 b . " I schedule hereto. . s s la e m the form !!in'n JI1 t 1(' 

10. Any person who sat' fi 1 ' " 
bona fide interest in th b' IS es t lC Con:mllssloners t ha t 11(' lws a 
tion and any oth e BU Ject matter of mquiry uncleI' this l{l'!!l1la-

, er person b 1 ~ . I " ~. 
attend the inquiry i yea, e of the CommlS~IOIll'l'S !lla~ 
solicitor. n person or may be represented by eounsd or 

11.-( 1) Any person summ d 
produce documents before the one . to. n,ttend as a witnC'ss Ol' to 
cause, refuses or neglect t d CommISSIoners who. without ~\1thcicnt 
put to him by or withS t~ 0 so, or refuses to ans\ycr an~- quC'stion 

e concurrence of the Commis~ioll('l'~, or 
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having attended leaves the Commission without the permission of 
the Commissioners, or in any way insults the Commissioners or any 
of them, or wilfully interrupts the proceedings before them, shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds. 

Provided that no witness shall be bound to incriminate himself, Proviso. 

and every witness shall, in respect of any evidence given by him 
before a Commission, be entitled to all the privileges to which a 
witness giving evidence before the Court is entitled. 

(2) Any witness who wilfully gives false evidence in any inquiry Giving false 

concerning the subject matter thereof shall be guilty of perjury and evidence. 

liable to prosecution and punishment accordingly. 

12.-( 1) The Commissioners shall make a report of their pro- Commissioner's 

ceedings and of the result of their inquiry to the Resident Commis- report. 

sioner and shall record the reasons leading to their conclusions. 
(2) A Commissioner dissenting from the conclusions, or any of 

them, shall give the reasons for his dissent. 

13.-(1) Commissioners shall not be entitled to any remunera- Remuneration of 

tion, unless sanctioned by the High- Commissioner :fo1' -the Western secretary and 

P 'fi b d th t I . d' hId' th' . payment of aCl c, eyon _~ ac ua expenses lncurre m 0 mg e mqUIry, expenses of 

but the Resident Commissioner may direct what remuneration, C<;,mmission and 
'f h 11 b 'd h d hId WItnesses. 1 any, s a e pal to t e secretary an to any ot er person emp oye 
in or about a Commission, and may direct payment of any other 
expenses attendant upon carrying out a Commission, or upon any 
proceedings for any penalty under this Regulation. ' 

(2) Witnesses who attend at the request of, or upon a summons 
by, the Commissioners shall, subject to any order made by the 
Commissioners, be entitled to like expenses as if they had been 
summoned to attend the Court on a criminal trial, and payment 
thereof shall be made in such manner as the Resident Commissioner 
may direct. 

(3) Sums of money so directed to be paid as aforesaid shall be 
paid out of the general revenue of the Protectorate where an inquiry 
under this Regulation is made on the warrant of the Resident 
Commissioner therein. 

14. No proceedings shall be commenced for any penalty under Proceedings for 

this Regulati6nexcept by direction of the Commissioners who may penalties. 

direct their secretary, or such other person as they think proper, 
to commence and prosecute proceedings therefor. 

Published and exhibited in the Public Office of the High Com
missioner for the vVestern Pacific this twentieth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and fourteen. 

By Command, 

C. H. HART-DAVIS, 

Secretary to His Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific. 
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SCHEDULE. -
SUMMONS TO A "WITNESS. 

J moned and his calling and residence 1J kIlolcn). 
To A.B. (name OJ person sum , ., d t ar before (here name the ComlillsslOliers) appointed 

You are h.edre1;>YCsuml~o~e °t ar!qeuire (state briefly the subject oj the inrjuiry) at 
by the Resl ent ommlssloner 0 d f 19 _ on the aJ~ o. .' . . ,at 

f h 1 k
· th noon and to gIVe eYldence respect1l1~ the s;:ud mqu;r, 

o t e c oc 111 . e .. ' . 

(

:r h d . to produce any documents, add). And yon are relFured to brin~ 
tJ t e person summone tS' . " , 

with you (specify books and documents reqmred). 

Therefore fail not at your peril. 

Given under the hand of 
day of 19 

INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO INQUIRIES I)\"TO SIIIPPI)\"G C'.\SL\LTn:s. 

THE following instructions are intended for the guidance alld a~,i~tanc\' l>f peri':'I:5 
appointed under the provisions of King's Regulation Xo. ~Y. of l?I .. L t" \wl,\ an ill':I;:rr 
into a shipping casualty. That Regulation and these .1ll~trllc.tHl!l" :<hllUh\ Le' :'tll'!"\ 

by Commissioners of Inquiry before they enter UPOIl theIr llH[\1lr:". It shlnl,\ I", 1l0h\ 
that inquiries are not to be held into casualtif's affecting forei rJll "hip". 'lIlt\ t~"l: t1:.., 
object of inquiries into casualties affectin~ British ships is mereh" tll Clllll'd infurn;,ti"!l. 
and that consequently the report of a commi~sion of in<}\1ir:" in sllch [":t:',':' ,hoa!d Ef,: 

include any recommendation for disciplinary action. A cop:' of th., H"I,urt ,!;,,..!'d t .... 
forwarded throL1gh the High Commissioner to the GonrnllH'nt of t ha t part uf th,.· Ibt:;': 

Empire in which the ship was registered. 
In these instructions the words" shipping casualty" rckr tll Ih,' '1T"c\;. aI,:l!"j.:.::

ment, loss of or damage to a ship, and any loss of lif,' ('on<"'lu"nt oil all" (';\'~:"::'; 
happening to or on board any ship. . ' 

1. A summons in the form given in the schedule to tIll' H"!!IlIalioll ,;\I"lI\,\I .. : ,,'n',;! 
on the Master of the vessel in every case, 011 aIn' of th .. "nin'I" or ellgin""r, a!:,1 'i!!': 
member of the crew having or likely to have kno-wIedgp of tIt,· circUI\I,LU1C'" ,,~: .. ::,:: .. '~ 
the casualty and on any other person who, ill the opinioll of t \ It' (\'l\Illli"i,,''''··' ""," 
to be served therewith. " ,. .._ .. , 

2. "When a person attending the inquiry uncler sectioll III "f tIll', \',,"'1.1"';""1:' ,.,' t db" - , .. " ...... , 
reJ.lresen ~ y counselor solicitor such person should be allow,·d t" I,,· \,\O:.,.n! 'i,ll":l ,\! ... : 

eVIdence IS taken and to cross-e a' tl " t .. . . . " . x llllne Ie "I ne""cs. to .. Xalllill" ali'\ r,·",·:\:ll!.::,'''' .".:,. 
\Htn:sses h,:hose eVIdence he desires to put before tl\(, ('OIllllli""i"lI ant! ttl 1:1,,);·· ,\ ,:.i·':· 
:.,en

C 
on .IS .own behalf. Any \:itness sUllllllonccl at hi" i llsl ali"" ilia ,. ]". ,'X'l!!.::"": : .. : 

e ommlSSloners and other partIes so attending. .. 
3. Witnesses should be called in sud ·1· 1 C' .' " tt d' .. lOll er as t 1(: olllllll""ltlllt'L' 11I'l" d:r,·':: ,,, .. ! 

any person a en mg the mqmry will then producc his witll"""'·":' 
4. Every deposition of a witn s h Id 1 1 . es s ou )e ta ,('II allcl d\\l\" ,"I!!Il"'\ ant! al:.'':··'J. 

5. The fullest possible inquiry h Id b 1 . and the circumstances attending i:_oU e lllal e as to the ("au'!' "f II", "hil'l':l.~ 
(a) Whenever it is alleged th t th l' . her machin' . a e s llppll1g caslIaIts i . ..: dul' Itl a d,·f,·,': in;\ , 

ery or. eqmpment the sto ' [1" ,..' manning &c th 11 t" . \\ a~e () t IP ('a r!!' '. ,,\"'11, ''''IW~. \;:.':-':' 

(b) 'Vhen h· :' e a ega IOns should he fully ill\'('-;Ii"att',l . 
or life at~:p~mg catsualty has been attenclecl'wilh j"",-"f "I: tllI""'" I" 1·· .. ,:-:. 

, Clrcums ances of the loss 1 111 f 11' '. ,._.... , 
report mad th h 

. S IOU C Jf' \I \' 111\'1'''·I'''I''·'!'''''\ " c,· .. · .. : 
e ereon ,v . ch h Id . . ' , -" .... .. ..... 

have formed as to the ~au s ou state clearh- t lIP "pi Ilioll tIlt' (''':!l!L;'':'':,':; 

(c) When there i b s.e of the loss or dang"r : 
s reason to eheve that til' . worthiness, every effort h Id b 1e s npplllg ,·a..:ualt:" I" ,I!!,' to> \:I·Y,'· 

the time and dat~ of its ors. ~u d~ made to a~cprlain it...: dlara":,'r ;1:.,! ('.i::". 
Igln or ISco\"'eiT 

6. The report of the C " .. 
( ) A 

ommlSSlOners sho Id . 
a statement of th d' u contalll-

(b) A
· e procee mgs of tl C' .. 

certIfied copy of th t Ie Olllllll~~l()n' 
ordered; e S atement of the ca:<e UP";l which th,' iI:'t!:!r;, 'S.:! 

(~ The depositi?ns and any othe " d 
( ) The conclUSIOns of the Commrl'Ses,.1 enee taken hefnr,' lIlt' (",mill:":":!: 

7 D . . lOners 
. eposlbons of evid d . missioner's rep t e~c~ an all doeument ' .. . -, ,,' . or must be Ol'l

cr
l!1als If f s annexcrl or I'pff'rr,"\ t" I!l IL,: (J, .. -

cannot pOSSIbly b b' or any rea . . .. e annexed to the report ffi" < son on~lIlal:; of l'anicllbr rl,"'ell:;·"':::' 
eel' 1 ed copies must be alllWXt"l. 

[Price, 

Suva F'" P 
Printer to the Go ' IJ1: rinted bv S B 1 ] vernment of His Brit. • •. .\Cl!, 
8, annlC l\Iajesty's lli·-.,.h C .. 1914~~ .- omm15sl' .... U {,or t~.·, V:e~: .. 'r:l I'J.,~:~.'-' • 
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