
REl'UBL1C OF VANUATU 

THE MINES AND MINERALS (LICENCES) ORDER NO. 26 OF 1986 

To make provision concerning the application for and grant of exploration and 

prospecting licences. 

IN EXERCISE of tile power contained in section BU of the ~Jines and l1inerals Act 

No. 11 of 19\it> and 'all o'ther powers in that hellalf 1 hereby make the following 

Urder:-

1. All applications for the grant or renewal of an exploration or prospecting 

licence under the L4in'es and l'linerals Act No. 11 of 19116 ("the Act") shall 

be made to the office of the Commissioner for dines and Hinerals, Pon 

Vila. 

2. All applications for the grant of an exploration licence shall be accom­

panied by a plan of sufficient scale as to enable tbe area concerned to De 
, \ ." i i 

properly identified. 
, ' 

,i ." 

3. All applications for the grant of 'a' prospecting licence shall be-

(a) for an area whose 'bciundaries are straight lines running to the 

North-South and East-West; 

(b) for one piece of land whose total area does not exceed lUO km 2; and 

(c) accompanied by a plan, of a s/!~\e not less than 1: 1UO.OUO (one to one 

hundred thousand) showihg'th~' area applieo for and also giving the 

latitude and longitude of tile corners of the area. 

4. The Hinister shall not grant any exploration or prospecting licence unless 

a co>,y of the application has been exhibited for a period of not less than 

3U days at the headquarters of every Area Counc 11 haviug land which is the 

subject of tile application, anCl the L'linister Ilas taken such other steps 

(if any) as he thinks appropriate to puolicise the apl'lication and shaH 

take into account any oOjections received, either then or at any other 

time, in deCiding the application, out may reject the application whether 

5. 

or not any objections are received. 

\ , 
The fee payable for an exploration 

~~+ y~a{ payable in advance. 

licence sl1all be 10 (ten) Vatu per km 2 
\ 

. .. /2. 



6. The fee payable for a prospectin6 licence shall be 50 (fifty) Vatu per 

hectare pee year payable annually in advance. 

7. iI. licence'shall be in the form set out, in the Schedule. 

8. A licence is not transferable except with the consent in writing of the 

liinister", ',:'ho' shall only grant such consent if he is satisfied as to the 

sta'tus of the n'ew 1icencees as he WOUld be f01: the grant of a new licence. 

9. In the case of a prospecting licence$ the l'iinister may revoKe the licencE: 

if prospecting has not begun within three months of the granting of the 

licence'. 

, " .. 
10. The Licensee shall Illaintain, for the whole period of the licence, an 

;' 

address in Vanuatu at whicll notices can be served 3 ano shall notify the 

Ninister of th,ft address and of any change. 

'HADE at Port Vila' this'2Sth day of August, 1906. 

~; ". 

,g:~,~ 
D. KALPOKAS 

hinister of Land, inergy and 

Kural Water Supply. 

\ 



SCHEDULE 1 
:'!'"' 

FORM OF EXPLORATION LICENCE 

. , "". 

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

EXPLORATION LICENCE NO ••••••••••••••••• 

1. The l1inister exercising his powers under section 15 of the hines and 

Minerals Act No. 11 of 19<:1b, ("the Act") and all other necessary powers, 

hereby grants to 

("the Licensee") 

operations in 

.............................. 

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . , .... 

the non-exclusive 

the area set out 

rights to 

in Annex 1 

conduct 

for a 

exploration 

period of 

. • . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... beginning 4........................ and ending 

....................................... 

2. This licencee is subject to tne conditions and provisions of Annex 2, as 

well as all conditions imposed by law. 

3. The Licensee shall carry out exploration in accordance with the provisions 

of the Act and any SUDsiuiary legislation, and in accordance with the 

programme of exploration work set out in Annex 3. 

DATED this day of 1':186. 

...................................................... 
Minister, 

Ministry of Lands, Energy and 

Rural Water· Supply 
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ANNEX 1 
; .', .~ J • .... ., ,,'.,. "' . 

(Description of area as set out in original application) 

,! . in 

" 
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ii 
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ANNEX 2 

,.. ~. 

1. Any terms defined in the Act shall have tile same meaning in this Annex. 

2. This licence does not give thIHi/;,ice!ls.e,eJ.'any right to a prospecting 1 icence 

or a mining licence. 

3. The Licensee shall not, witllOut the written permission of the Hinister and 

subject to any conditions in that permission, remove any mineral fron the 

area of licence except for the purposes of naving it analysed, determining 

its value, or conducting tests on it. 

4. All unsldlled employees of the Licensee in Vanuatu shall be citizens of 

Vanuatu. 

5. (1) If the Licensee is a body corporate, it shall notify the Commissioner 

of any new appointment in its board of Director within 30 (tnirty) 

days of such appointment; 

(2) If the Hinister determines that such appointment is likely to be 

prejudicial to the interests of Vanuatu, he may require the Licensee 

to revoke such appointment failing which the ~iinister may cancel this 

licence forthwitl1. 

6. This licence is not transferable exce,>t with the consent in writing of the 

l'1inister. 

7. The Licensee may at any time relinquish all or any part of the area of 

licence by written notification to the Commissioner, but no monies paid 

shall be refundable in these circumstances. 

ti. This licence shall terminate, in respect of any area of licence, of a 

prospecting licence is granted in respect of that part. 



ANNEX 3 

PLAN. OF WORK 
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SCHEDULE 2 

FORM OF PROSPECTING LICENCE 

. REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

PROSPECTING LICENCE NO •••••••••••••• 

1. The l1inister, exercising his powers under section 20 of the Hines ana 

dineral Act NO. 11 of 19b6 ("the Act") and all other necessary powers, 

hereby grants to 

••• 0 •• 10 •••• 10 ••••• I ••••••• 10 ..... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

("the Licensee") the exclusive rights to prospect for 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

in the area set out in Annex 1 for a period of •••••••••••••••.•••••.••... 

beginning IO •• IO ............. IO ••••• 10 •• IO.. and ending ............. IO •••••• 10 •••• 

2. This licence is sUbject to the conditions and provisions of Annex 2, as 

well as all conditions imposed by law. 

3. The Licensee shall carry out prospecting in accordance with the provisions 

of the Act and any subsidiary legislation, and in accordance with the 

programme of prospecting operations set out in Annex 3. 

DATBll this day of 

............................. , ......... . 
Minister, 

Ministry of Lands, Energy and 

Rural Water Supply 

1986. 



ANNEX 1 

'i. I 

(Description of land ·,by·,l1eference ,t()'i~ongitude and latitude) 

",;- ':\ 



ANNEX 2 

1. Any term defined in the Act shall have t.he same meaning in this Annex. 

2. All unskilled empi~yee~ of the Licensee in Vanuatu snall be citizens of 

:·Va~ua~u~ 

3. (on tile Licensee is a body corporate, it silall notify the Commissioner 

of any new appointment in its board of Directors within 30 (tbirty) 

days of such al)jlointment, 

en If the ,1inister Cletermines that suct. appOintment is likely to be 

prejudicial to tue interests of Vanuatu, he may require that Licensee 

to revoke such appointment, failing which the {1inister may cancel 

this licence forthwith. 

4. The Licensee shall backfill or otherwise make safe any excavation made 

during the course of a prospecting operation to the satisfaction of the 

Commissioner. 

5. Unless the Commissioner otherwise spec ifies i the Licensee shall rer.1ove, 

within bO (sixty) days of the expiry of the licence, any camp, temporary 

buildings or machinery erected or installed by llim, and repair or other­

wise make good any damage to the surface of the ground occasioned by such 

removal, to the satisfaction of the Commissioner. 

6. This licence is not transferable except with the consent in writing of the 

f·1inister. 

7. The Licensee may at any time relinquish all or any part of the area of 

licence uy written notification to the Commissioner, but no monies paid 

shall be refundaole in these circumstances. 

tJ. The Licensee shall keep, to the satisfaction of the l'iinister, full and 

accurate records of his prospecting operations and shall supply to the 

Commissioner, at lease every 3 (three) months during the term of the 

licence, copies of such records~ together with any reports prepared as a 

result of such records. 

• •• /2 . 
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9. iirill cores shall be retained in suitable core boxes, which s11a11 be 

provided at tile expense of tne Licensee but "hich, togetller with the cores 

they contain shall become the property of the Government of Vanuatu on the 

termination of this licence or the relinquishment of any area of licence. 

The cores and the location and geological horizon of ori.gin of the core 

snall b~ ~l~arly icte;'tified on the box with paint. 

"! ) 

." ~ 

! . 

\ ; 

" ' 
"): 



ANNEX 3 

PLAN OF WORK 



REPUBLI ClUE DE VANUATU 

ARRETE NO. :':!!O DE 1986 SUf~ LES "'lINES ET I'IINERAUX (PERmS) 

s:,tipulc:\nt 1(,:·:.'~) d:i.~:::.po!::~:itiDr·I!:~. r··E'lat:.ivE';'~; #'t liEt d(~mi::\nci(,;: et. A 1 'oc'\':.r'oi dt::~ 

per'mis d'explo~atiorl et de prc)spection. 

LE M_II~ISTRE DES AFFAIRES FONCIERES, DE L'ENERGIE ET DE 
L'HYDRAUDLIClUE RURALE 

VU 117!.'!!3 d:i.s:p(;)~.;itj,Dn5 dc~ l'E\I'Hticl£"~ 8D de.' Ie":'. Loi !\!D. l1 tiE.' :lSlEi6 F:t autl'··e~~.' 
dj,spositions y af'F~rHant 

1. 

A R RET E 

Toutes Iss demandes d'octroi ou de renouvellement 
d'exploration ou de prD5p~ction aux termes de la Loi 
1986 < II]. i;1 L.cd. n) ~ d(:;)i vl;;:~nt !!~'b-e ii;r,{.:Iy-'ess!f'E:S ~1U bur"c~i::\U dLt 

aux 11ines et Mirl~raux, A Port--Vila" 

TOLltes les demandes d'octroi de permis d'exploration 
accompagn~es d'un plan & une ~chelle permettant 
(=}(ac:t.r::-:.rmf2nt. 1 i:;o. "Zone cC)nC:PI'''nE'E~u 

de r .. lf21":im:L s 
1\10 ~ 11 ~ de 
Commi sS'::l.i I"-e 

doi vf..-::nt ~tl'"·t.'? 

d 'identifi(·::~r-

3~ "Toutes las demandes d'octroi de permis de prospection doi.vent 

bl. 

corlcer'ner Ufle zone d&limit~e par 
orient~es du nord au sud et de 1 'est 

concerner un lot 
d~passe ~as 100 knl2 

d E~ t. t?::F' Ir ' £;< cl on t 
(~t 

df":!.'s 1 i (;:!~")E"~£:; 

~ l' (Jl.H.:"";<.;;;t ; 

s~upE"";r+ic:::i.E' 

c) @tre acconlpagrl~es d.'un plan d'llne ~ctlelle Ininima de 
1~100~OOOe (au cent nlilli~nle) indiquant Ia zone concern~e 

ainsi que la latitude at la lorlgitude des ~ngles de la zone. 

4. La Ministr'e ne peut .octr-oyer· un permis d'exploration au de 
prospection sans a+fichage' pr&alable d'une copie de la denlande 
pendant all moirlS 30 jour's BIJ): si~ges de taus Iss corlseils 
d~par·tementaux administrant la zone corlcern~e earlS avoir pr"is 
toutes Inesures appr"opr'i~es pour publier 1a demands e·t sans avoir" 
tenu cOlnpte des ob.jectiorls re~ues en tOIJt tempSH 11 peut rejeter 
la denlands nonobstant 1 'absence de touts objection~ 



). Un droi·t arlnuel de 10 (dix) vatu par km2 est e}:igibl"e s'L payable 
d'avarlce pOlAr' la d~livrance d'un permis d'exploration. 

7. 

Un ell'" O:l t annuel de 50 (cinquarlte) 
d'avance, est exigible pO\Jr" Is 
pr"D~::iPE~c:t:L un" 

v!:';\tu par 
dff.~l i Vll"',:\nC:13:? 

hac'Lare, payable 
d'\Jfl p~rmis de 

'r Dut:. 
L 

perlnis·c!oi't ~tr"e c6rlfor'me au mod~le figuran·t dans 

8. Aucurl permis fl'est ·transf~rable sans l'autoY"isation pal~ ~crit d0 
Ministre 1 ce transfert rl'~tant accord~ que si Ie statut des 
nouvealJX ti'Lulaires est aussi satisfaisant qlJe 1 'exigerait son 
nC)UVf,~,:;\U. pE:l"'mi s" 

9. Le Ministre peut annuler urI permis de prospection si lci 
prospection n'est pas c(JmmenC~E dans ur, d~lai de trois mois ~ 
comr1ter de 1a date d'otty"oi dudit permis~ 

10. LE' t i -!::ul ai I'"e 
c: C) u V E·~ Y·' t (0.; P i:':\ I'" 
noti·f i ci:\ti Dn!.:) 

du perlnis doit fournir, 
Ie permis, une adr'ssse ~ 

peuvent @tre d~livr~es 

pour toute la p~riode 

Vanuatu ~ laquelle Iss 
et doit signifier au 

Minis·tre tout changelTlent d'adY"8SseQ 

1.986" 
.---~---------------

D. ~:ALPOf<AS 
Ministre des Af'Faires forlci~res, de 
l_'Erlsrgie et de 1 'Hydraulique rurale~ 
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ANNEXE I 

FORMULAIRE DE PERI1IS D 'EXPLORATION 

REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

PERMIS D'EXPLORATION NO. 

Vu las pouvoir"s qu~ lui .. conf&re i'article 15 de la Loi 
19iJ6 sur" lr.:7.'!~; l'llines E.:-t 1{'~'5 Iviin~~'r·B,u;.~ (IlIa L..oi 11) E:'t. autr~f3:~!;'i. 

le Ministre octr-oie ~ : 

NC)o. 11 de 
pDuvoi Y"!::i '! 

(lllE'':' t:i.t.uli,':\iY''f"=") lp!:~ dr''CJitE non E!>:clusifs de diri~~E'r' If::~si 

opl~r·.ati()ns d '{'~}~Pl0t'-8.tic)!1 {jr;"tns 1a :;;~cme +iqul'··ant J:\ 1 '(~ppE';{r.JiC::E:~ 1 
pour ur1e p~r'iqd~ de _______ .. ___ COn)nlen~ant Ie _______________ et 
0,8 tE'r-mi nant 1 E~) 

2~ La pr-~sent per'mis est soumis 3UX COT1ditiorlS et dispositions de 
1 'Appendice 2 airlsi qu'~ toutes conditions inlpos~es_par' Is loin 

:::;" l_8 titula:i.I'··E~ dDit ·c\j.r"iglE.'I'-· 1 'E~>;plC)r-at:i.Dn r.::onfOY"memE'nt i::t\..t>; 

dispositions de la Lc)i et de toute l~gislatiorl subsidiaire et 
confO!~m~fn8nt au progran\me d'exploY"2tion figurant ~ 1 'AppEndic~ 3. 

EJUT ]. fE, 1'186. 

Ministre'des Affaires foncier"es, de 1 'Energie 

et de 1 'Hydraulique rurale 

·~I· 

'-' 



APPEND ICE I 

(Descriptiofl de 1a zone telle qu'elle 'figur-e sur- la denlarlde or"iginale) 



APPEND ICE 2 

:I." "fou!;;; If'::;',;;;' t.E::)r·mE-:~.::' cit~+:inis ci(:\n~~; 12:\ L.oi Dnt IE.' mf})mi~ 5E'n:::~ di:;\n!::~ lr~: 

pl~~serlt Appendicb. 

L. Ce peF'mis ne dOflne ~ son titLll,aire nlJ] droit ~ un permis de 
pr"ospection au d'expl.oitation mirli~re. 

3,,' Le titulai~e ne peut~ s~ns autor,isation pal'" ~cr·it. du Mil,i5tl~e et 
SDUS r~serve d~s conditior1S sp~cifi~es dans 1 'aut[)l~isation, 
enlever" un mirl~ral quelconque de 1a zone d~limit~e par Ie perl'li5~ 

4" 

r~" ,.J .. 

sauf en vue d'analyses, 
effectuer des tes'ts" 

d'estinlation de sa valeur DLI POLlI'-

Tc:)ut non qualifi~ enlploy~ par" Ie titlAlaire dolt 
avoir la natiDnalit~ varillatuarle. 

j) Sf Ie titulaire est une personne morale, toute nomination au 
COl1seil d'adrnillistration doit ~tre notifi~e all COfllmissaire 
dans un d~l~i de 30 (tr'ente) jours ~ compter de Ie date de 
le:\ nomini::\tiol"l, ; 

2) Si Ie Ministre estime cette nominatiofl pr'~judiciable alAN 
illt~r-~ts de Vanuatu, il peut de,nander au titulaire de 
1 'annulaire sous peine de retrait inlm~diat du permis~ 

6" Ce permis ne PS\Jt ~tr'e tr-ans'F~r~ qu'avec 1 '2utoris~tion par ~cr'it 

Liu i"'lini5tr'~=" 

7. Le titulaire pelAt~ A tOllt momer,t abandonner tout ou part de la 
z emf:? d 'ii:\nH?nagemr:;.-nt tiLt tel~T i. toi r-~=) ~;;;i:i puJ. t~~)e di:.·~:ns ], e p(".::;;r-mi '!:'::. pi0T 
notification par ~crit au COffilnissair"e mais, en ce c~s, aucune 
SOlnme d~bollrs6e au regar-d du per-mie ne peut @tre rembDurs~e. 

8u C(~ p(';.'r"mi~3'e~·~pire, r"!::?lativG)rnent t.\ toute pal..-t de Ie ·,:=.~(Jn(~ devDlu(';?'J 
si un per'mis de prospection est octroy~e pour ladite part. 



APPENDICE 3 

PLAN DE TRAVAIL 



· . 

ANNEXE 2 

FORMULA I RE DE PERI"! 1 S DE PROSPECT ION 

REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU 

PERM IS DE PROSPECTION NO. 

1.. Vu It-?s pouvDir"s que 1\..\i c::cH1fer'e 1 'ar'tic:le 20 dE~_li:\ Loi No" - 11 df? 
1986 (IlIa Loi 'l ) et autres pouvoirs~ Ie Ministre octroie ~ ~ 

dans 121. zone figurant £:~. 1. '~~lppendicE-~ l. pour' une 
tel"'mi nEI.nt 

""2'- i ode 
1'0 ___________ comfnerl~ant l~. _________ _ et. s-~e 

c{o? pE~r'mi s 
1 'Plppfilndi CE:! ~~ 

Le t: i tull;;\i r'(.::zr 
di sposi ti Dne, 
con of Dr" m~t-mf2'nt 
-:;' 
.~.1 " 

LflLI 1 e 

est soumis aLAN 
aiJ1Si qu'A toutes 

concii t ions 
cDndition5 

et dispositions 
impos~es par 121. loi. 

doit pl~oc~der b la prospection conform~nlent SUN 
de Is Loi, de toute l~gislation subsidiaire et 
au programme de p~ospection figurarlt ~ -]. 'Apperldice 

Ministre des Affaire. fDnci~res, de 1 'Energie 

et de 1 'Hydraulique rurale. 



APPENDICE 1 
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APPENDICE 2 

'r{"jU\;~ 1 E~~::' t.f':~-I'··mE-;!~\ d~:!::,+ i ni !;~, di~\r'ls; 1 i;" L.ni ont. 1 E' fllt~rnE; !~:,E~n!~; cll::i.n~;, 1 f? 

pr~sent Apperldicq~ 

'rout Ie per"sonrlel nor, q\Jalifi~ clu titlJlaire A Vanue-tu dolt 
la natiDrla].it~ vanuatuane" 

E:\\fOi )'"" 

S i 1 G\ t :i. t u 1 i::d. 1'" E\ f=~ r~~ t l.nH~ p E': 1'" !:!~ un n E' In D',,·· E;\1 {';' 'i t. Cl u. t (0'£:' n om i r"H::d: i cm i:':\ U 

Conseil d'adminj.stl~ation dolt @tre notifi~e all CO(11nlissaire 
dans urI d~lai de 30 (trente) .jDUY-S -& compter de la date de 
li-~' nomination ;; 

l"lin:i.str··(~ €:.'\'\:stimE'2 
cje VanUi;;\tu ~ i ni: l~\I'" t-bt s\ 

l' i;\nnulE'Y" peine de 

cette nomination pr'~judiciatJle 

il pe~t clecnancler all ti,tulair'e 
r'etrait imm6diat du per"nlis. 

au>~ 

dt,::! 

4. le titulair'e doit cORlbler au aSSU]r'er 0Lltrement la s~curit~ de 
toute excavatiofl effectu~e en COU1~S de prospection de nlani~re A 
s~tisfaire aux instructions du Conlmissair-e. 

5. Sauf si Ie Comm~ssaire en d4cide autrenlerlt~ Ie titulaire doit 
er,lever dans un d~lai de 60 (~oi)(ante) jours A compter' de Ie date 
d'e):piration du permis~ tout camp, b~tirnent temporair'e ou machine 
~rig~e au install~e par- ses soins et r~pBr'el~ ou compellser- tout 
dommage caus~ ~ la surface du sol par cst enl~venlent~ ~ 1a 
satisfaction dw Comlnissaire" 

6. Ce pernlis n'est transf~rable que sur autorisation du Mirlistre, 
par eCI"it. 

7~ Le titulaire peutj ~ tout nloment abandonner tout ou part de la 
zone d'ajll~nagement du territoire stipul~e dans Ie permis par 
noti+ic£i.tion au CDmmi=,!:}i:"iY"(::~ pi:':\r' E:'c:r'it rnais,! en CE') !:i::\S~.! 2:\UCUI')E! 

r:5qmmi'2 ciebcH,.u"'SE't:'! (::\U Y-E~£JaTd du ppr"mi!::, n€.:~ PE:1ut' @tr'e r-embc!ul'-s~-ee. 

8. Le titulaire doit tenir, pour satisfaire aux instructions du 
Ministr-e~ des dossier's conlplets et pr~cis corlcernar,t ls5 
op~rations de _prospection et erl donner' copie au CommissaiY-e tous 
1(',::~5 :3 (tl'''Dirs) mDis au f1'lDin!.s dur';::\nt Ii;:" pE~r':i.ode df.:) v\'~\lidit(~·) clu 
pE~Y"mis i::tin!~)i que les cClpj,l::7!S dE-~ tout. dosS';if2'r- y af+€t'Y"e~nt" 

9ft LF.:~s C,f.\l'''ottt?;!!::, ,dE':! -fOr-i:':\(JE~ CDn!;;;'(':':~l"'Vf~E'~S clc,\f"!s; de!:5 bD1."t:E'5 2'l.ppl'''Dpr''3.l~:'E:;~::' 

foul'-ni('2s a,u>~ fY-ais ciu tit:L,\lair'e df::~vi('2f'\n!:~n1::, pl'''opr'i(~te dE'~ 1. '(~.;.,t(:~,t, c?. 
1 'expiratiofl du per-mis DU ~ 1 'abarldorl de toute zone couver'te par 
le per"jnis~ La nature des car'ottes et leur o~igine g~olDgique 

doiveni @tY"e indiqu~es clairemerlt ~ la peinture sur- Ies bottss. 
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APPEND ICE 3 

PLAN DE TRrWAIL 
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