
REPUBLIC OF VANUAlU 

lnnJRS JOINI' RErulATIOO 
ORuER NO. 46 OF 1987 

To establish the Order of Vanuatu, and to institute the Vanuatu Gallantary 
t-1edal, the Vanuatu Long Service and Good Conduct I'ledal and the Vanuatu General 
Service t"Jedal. 

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 1 of the Honours Joint 
Regulation No. 28 of 1980, I, the President make the following order -

1. In this order -

PART I 
INIERPREfATIOO 

"Joint Regulation" means the Honours joint Regulation, No.28 of 1980; 
.• ,,! 

"Order;; rneans the "Order of Vanuatu" established under section 2 of this 
~r, 

"Registrar of Awards" means the Registrar of Awards appointed under 
section 34 ot: tlus order; 

"Registrar of the Order" means the Registrar of the Order appointed under 
section 7 of this order. 

PART II 
ESTABLISfMNI' OF 'mE 0RDtl{ OF VANUATIJ UNDER socrlOO 1(al 

OF 'mE JOINt RmllATION 

2. An Order of honour to be known as the "Order of Vanuatu" (hereinafter 
called "the Order") is hereby established for the purpose of granting 
recognition to citizens and other persons for achievements or dis­
tinguished service. 

3. The uembership of t.'1e Order shall be classified in to four classes 
namely -

A.' the First Class.; 

B. the Second Class; 

C. the Third Class; and 

D. the fourth Class. 

4. (1) Subject to'. the provisions of this order, a person appointed \:0 the 
Order shall be appointed in any of the classes referred to in section 
3 of tins order. 

(2) The names of the persons appointed to the Order shall be published in 
the Gazette. 
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5. (1) Appointment to the Order shall be made by instrunent signed by the 
Presidenr and sealed with the seal of the Order, and shall have 
effect from the date of affixing of the seal or if a later date is 
specified in the inst,umentfran that date. 

(2) The seal of the Order shall be the National Seal of the Republic of 
Vanuatu. 

6. No appointment to the Order shall be made except on the recc:Jmll€nd...,. 
aribn of the Prime t1inister. 

\"' .• 
7 . (1 ) There shall be a Registrar of the Order, appointed by the President. 

(2) The l<egistrar shall be in charge of t..he administration of the Order 
and shall hold office for a period of two years fran the date of his 
appointment and shall be eligible for reappointment. 

S. There shall be an Awards Advisory Q:mnittee consisting of four 
members who shall be appointed by the President for a period of two 
years and who shall be eligible for reappointment. 

9. The Awards Advisory Coomittee shall -

(a) consider nominations of persons for appointment to the Order; 

(b) mal<e reccmnendations to the Prime Minister in relation to these 
nominations; and 

(c) advise the Prime Minister on such other matters concerning the Order 
as he may refer to the Conmittee for consideration. 

10. Any person uc organization may submit to the Registrar of the Order 
for consideration by the Awards Advisory Committee a nomination of a 
person for appointment to the ~r as a member of the,First Class, 
or Secohd Cf1l:s~ as the caSe, may be'" , 

'. , • ~""~ : '0 ' '. 

A. FIRSf ClJISS 

11. Appointments as members in the First Class shall be made for eminent 
achievement of the highest degree in service to Vanuatu or to 
.humanity at large. 

12. Every member of the First Class shall be entitled to weal." as a 
decoration the insignia prescribed for the members in the First 
Class of the Order. 

13. (1) The insignia prescribed for the members of the First Class of the 
Order shall be known as the "Badge of Honour". 

(2) The Badge of Honour shall measure approximately 60 nrn by60 rim and 
shall be made of sterling silver, hard gold clad and consist of 
stylised curved Pigs Tusk, enamelled in white and set on crossed 
NameleLeaves,enatnelled in green, the whole suspended bY a ring. 

( 3 ) The Badge of Honour shall be worn suspended fran the neck by a 
ribbon 32 mnwide whi~h shall consist of eight vertical stripes each 
4-, IIrn wideciered, 'black, yellow, green, red, black, yellow and 
green. 
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14. Members of the Ot"'Cier may \.rear suspended on the left breast a 
miniature of the Badge of Honour, \\hlch shall be half the size.of 
the Badge of Honour and of the appropriate riblxm. 

15. The. President may appoint to be l1I2Iribers of the First Class not rrore 
than tw9 me;nber-s in any one year and there shall not· be at any one 
time more than twenty' members of tile'First Class. 

B. SECXJND CU\SS 

16 . Appointments as nallbers" in the Second Class shall be made for 
eminent se~ce to Vanuatu in duties of great responsibility. 

. . '. . 

17. Every" tre{l1berof the SeCond· Class shall be entitled to wear as a 
decoration the insignia prescribed for . the members in the Second 

. Class of the .Order. 

18. (1 ) The insignia pt-escribed for . thenembers in the Secoo:! Class of the 
Order shall be known as the 'Badge of Distinction' . 

(2) TIle Badge of Dist:i:nctiohShall heasure 60 nm by 60 nm, and shall be 
made of sterling silver and consist of stylised curved Pigs 'IUsk, 
enamelled in white, the mole suspended by a ring. 

(3) The Badge of Distinction shall be worn .suspended fiom the neck by a 
ribbon 32 IIfil ~Jide which shall consist of eight vertical stripes each 
4 ran wide of red, black, yellow, green, red, black, yellow, green. 

19. Members of the Order may wear suspended on the left breast a 
miniature, of the Badge of Honour, I>hich shall be hal;f the size of 
that Badge and the appropriate riblxm. 

20. The President may appoint.to·benanbers of the Second Class not rrore 
than five members ... in any one year and there shall not be at any one 
time more than fifty members of the Second Class. 

C.1HIRD CU\SS 

21. Appointments as members.in the Third Class shall be made for most 
distinguished service ,rendered to" Vanuatu. 

22. The President may appoint to benanbers of the Third Class, not more 
than ~en' ,members.in any one year and there shall not be at any one 
time more ,than one hundred members of, the Third Class. 

23. Every member', of the Third Class shall be entitled to wear as a 
decoration' ' th€ '. insignia prescribed for the members in the Third 
Class of the Order. 
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24. (1)· The insignia prescribed for the members in· the Third Class of the 
Order shall be known as the 'Vanuatu Distinguished Service t1edal'. 

(2) lhe Vanuatu Distinguished Service Medal shall be circular in shape, 
38nm in diameter and made of cupro-nichel silver and rhodiun plated 
and tile obverse of the medal shall show in relief a represent&tion 
of the sun rising behind an island which is surrounded by the sea 
around which is a pair of Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom. 

(3) The reverse of the medal shall have the inscription 'FOR DISTIl'l­
GUISHED SERVICE' surmounted by the word 'VANUA'IU' with Namele Leaves 
crossed at the bottom and extending around the edge. 

(4) The medal shall be suspended fran a circular ring on a ribbon, 32 rrm 
>wide, consisting of three vertical stripes of black, green and red 

.'" each 8 rrm wide with a 4 rrmwide yellow verticalstrlpe at each side. 

25. lhe miniature shall be a true representation of the medal 19 nm in 
·,diarneter suspended from a ribbon 16 rrm wide. 

D. ·FOJJRlH ClASS 

26 . Appointment as members in the Fourth Class shall be made for !lDst 
valuable service rendered to Vanuatu. 

',Every rnember of the Fourth Cla&s shall be entitled to wear as a 
decqraHon the insignia prescril:led fO": the members in the Third 
Class of the Order. 

28. (1) The insignia pr€scribed for the members; of the Fourth Class of the 
Orde-c shall be known as the 'Vanuatu Meritqrious Se~-vice YJedaI'. 

(2) The Vanuatu Neritqrious Service Medal shall be circ14ar in shape, 38 
!lIn in diarneter and made of cupro-nichel s;il vel" and rhodiuql plated 
and the obverse of the rredal shall show, in relief a representation 
of the sun rising behind an island which is surrounded by the sea 
a~'ourrl which is a pair of Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom. 

(3) The reverse of the rredal shalli:Jpve t.'le insq:iption 'FOR HERlTO~IOUS 
SERVICE!, StL."1l1OUOtedby the word' "VANUA1U' , with Namele Leaves crossed 
at the bott(Jn and extending around the edge; 

(4) Theme<lal shall be suspended frpn a circl!lar ring on a ribbon, 32 rrm 
wide;~onsisting of 4, 1111) wide verticle stdpeSOf black, yellow, red 
on 88 IlII) . wide verticle stripe 'ofgreen in . the centre and tl1eIl 4 rrm 
wide vertical stripe of red, yellow and black. 

29. The miniature shall be a true representation of the medal 19 mn in 
diameter suspended fran a ribbon 16 lID! wide. 
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PARI' III 
rNsrI'IUI'IOO OF 'DiE (lANt1A1tJ GAIlANfARY .MEI:W.. 
UNJJER SEttION 1 (bl OF 'ltiE JOINt REtUlXfICl\I 

30. A rredal to be known as the 'Vanuatu Gallantary Medal' (hereinafter 
in this Part called the 'tredal') is hereby instituted for the 
purpose of according recognition to persons who perfonn acts of 
bravery. 

31. (1) Subject to the provisions of this order, persons inclUding the 
members of the disciplined forces are eligible to be awarded the 
rredal. 

(2) Persons who have perforrred acts of COnsPl.C1OUS courage in circum­
stances of great peril, acts of brave.Jr in hezardouscircurnstances 
or acts of bravery which are considered ~rthy of recognition, shall 
be considered eligible to be granted the medal. 

(3) There shall be no limit to the number of the Gallantary medals wch 
may be awarded. . . 

32. ( 1 ) The award of the medal may be made by the President on the 
recoomendation of the Pri.JJl:! ~1inister. 

(2) The names of the persons to Io.hom the medal is awarded under this 
Part of the order shall be published in the Gazette. 

33. (1) The Hedal shall be circular in shape, 38 ran in diameter arrl made of 
cupro-nickel silver and rhodium plated and the obverse of the medal 
shall show in relief a representation of the sun rising behind an 
island which is surrounded by the sea around which is' a pair of 
Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom . 

. (2) The reverse of the medal shall bea. the inscription'FO,R GALI..ANTARY' 
. surmounted· by the word 'VANUATIJ' wit: .. '1. Namele Leaves crossed at the 
001:tomand extending around the edge. 

(3) The medal shall be suspended from a circular dng on a dbbon, 32 ran 
wide consisting of 4 ran wide vertical stripes of green on either 
. side of a 24 ran wide red stripe. . . ,. 

(4) Tne miniature of the medal shall be a true representation of the 
Hmal' 19. ran in diameter SltSpended fran a ribbon 16 IIrn wide. 

34. 1here shall be a Registrar of Awards who shall be appointed by the 
President. 

TIle Registrar· of Awards shall maintain a register of the names of 
persons to whom' the medal has been awarded; and 

Keep such other records relating to the award of the medal as the 
President may direct. 
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PART IV 
INSITwrION OF '!HE VANUATU LONG SERVICE 

AND GOOD mNOOCT MEDAL,UNbER SroTaN ltd) OF THE JOINr REGUlATION 
! 1 .it 

35. A rredal to be known as the the 'Vanuatu Long Service and Good 
COnduct ~ledal' '. (hereinafter in this Part called I the medal') is 

. hereby instituted for the purpose of according recognition to 
rrembers of the disciplined forces of Vanuatu, for long and good 
service rendered to Vanuatu. 

36. (ll Subject to the provisions of this Order, persons. moare members of 
the disciplined forces are eligible to be granted.the medal. 

(2) The rredal shall be awarded to the members of the disciplined forces 
. 'who have cOmpleted 16 years in continuous service in the disciplined 

forces. 

(3) A clasp to the rredal may be awarded after the .completion of twenty 
years continuous service in the disciplined forces. 

, • j 

:)~(A } 
37. 

(4) On me completion of each subsequent period of four years, a further 
I ) clasp nay be awarded. 
l ~ - (bJ , 
(i) The award of the medal or clasp to the rredal may be made by the 

P'cesident on the recorrmendation of the Prime Ninister. 

38 . . . :; \ 

(2) The names' of w'1e persons to whom the medal or clasp to the medal is 
awarded under this Part of the order shall be published in the 
Gazette. 

(3) Therestlall be no lirr.it to the'nurilber of rredals which may be 
awarded. 

(1) The medal shall be circular in shape, 38 mn in diameter and made of 
cupro-nickel silver and rhodium plated and the obverse of the medal 
shall show in relief a 't:epresentation .of the sun rising behind an 
island which is surrounded by the $ea around which is a pair of 
Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom. 

(2) " The reverse of the medal shall bear the inscription 'For Long 
Service and Good Conduct' surmounted by the word'VANUATIJ' with 
Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom and extending around the edge. 

(3) The rredalshall be Suspended ·.from ,a circular ring ,on a ribbon, 32 mn 
wide consisting of 16 vertical stripes, each 2 rnn wide of red and 
green alternating. 

39. (1) The clasp of the medal shall be made of cupro-nickel silver and 
shall be in tl1e form of a Namele Leaf spring, 24 mn wide with a 
single pin attachment for securing to the ribbon. 

(2) A small circular emblem, 8 mn in diameter nade of cupro-nickel 
silver and bearing, in relief a representation of stylised curved 
Pigs 'fusk, denoting the award of a clasp, shall be worn on the 
ribbon men the ribbon only is worn. 

( 3 ) The clasp and emblem nay be worn on the ribbon of the Long Service 
and Good Conduct: [Iledal, where such medal has been previously 
aWarded. 
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U+) The miniature of the medal and clasp shall be th.e half size of the 
medal and clasp respectively. 

40. For the purposes of this order, the disciplined forces of Varruatu 
. means the Vanuatu Police Force established urrler Joint Regulation 

No. 7 of 1980 and shall include such other police forces as may be 
specified by the President. 

41. No person shall be recorrmended for the award of the medal or clasp 
unless, it is certified I;!y the Cornnissibner of Police that the 
person's character and conduct have been exemplary. 

lf2. (1) TIle Registrar of Awards shall -

(a) maintain a register of the names of persons to .Jhom the medal 
has been awarded; and 

(b) keep such other records relating to the award of the medal as 
the President may direct. 

PART V 
msrI11ITIOO OF 1HE VANUAlU GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 

tlNOOR· sEcrtOO 1 (eJ OF'fiJE JOINf REruiATfti'l 

43. A rredal to be lmown as the 'Vanuatu General Service i>1edal' 
(hereinafter in this Part called the 'medal') is hereby instituted 
for the purpose of according recognition to persons who hold certain 
offices or of certain lengths of service or who have rendered good 
and special service to Vanuatu. 

44. TIle medal si.all be awarded to mark historic events in Vanuatu. 

45. (1 ) TIle award of the medal may be made by the President on the 
recornnendation of the Prime Minister . 

(2) TIle names of the persons to whexn the medal is awarded, urrler this 
Part of the order shall be published in the Gazette. 

(3) TIlere shall be no limit to the number of medals which may be 
awarded. 

46 . (1 ) The medal shall be circular in shape, 38 mn in diameter and made of 
cupro-nickel silver, rhodium plated, and the obverse of the medal 
shall show in relief a representation of the sun riSing behind an 
island \vhich is slli"'Tounded by the sea around which is a pair of 
Namele Leaves crossed at the bottom. 

(2) The reverse of the medal shall bear the lnscription 'FOR SERVICE 10 
VANUATU' sunrounted by the word 'VANUATU' with Namele Leaves crossed 
at the bottal! and extending around the edge. 

(3) The medal sl.all be suspended from a circular ring on a ribbon, 32 rrm 
wide, consisting of 4 mn wide vertical stripes of red, yellow and 
green; an 8 rrrn .;>ide vertical stripe of black in the centre and then 
4 mn wide vertical stripes of green, yellow and red. 
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(4) A Bar or Bars, 32 rrrn wide, made of cupro-nidtel silver, inscribed 
with the historic event or the name of the place at which the event 
OClCUr'ed shall be attache::! to the l"ibbon ani shall fom part of the 
medal.· \lh3re·up or nore Bars are awarded they shall be Wlrn on the 
ribbon of a s:i.n;Tle ma:lal. 

(5) '!he miniature of the rne:;lal ani Bar shall be half the size of the 
medal and Bar respectively. 

47. ( 1) '!he Registrar of lM:m:l.."l shall -

(a) maintain a register of the names of persons to whan the rne:;lal 
has been awarded; ar.d 

(b) keep such other records relat:i.n;T to the award of the m:dal as 
the President may direct. 

C~ 

48. '!his Order shall cane into force on the date of its pwlication in 
the Gazette. j; 

-.\ 


