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FIJI ACT NO. 16 OF 1994 

I assent. 

[LS.] K.K. T.MARA 

President 

[19 September 1994] 

AN ACT 

TO PROVIDE FOR TIIE PAYJ\.IENT OF PENSIONS TO PERSONS WHO HAVE 
SERVED AS PRIME MINISTERS AND TO THE WIDOWS AND CHILDREN OF 
SUCH PERSONS AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED TilERETO. 

ENACIBD by the P!]"liamenl of Fiji-

s1u,,,,;iu 
1. This Act may be cited as the Prime Minister's Pensions Act, 1994. 

2. In this Ac1-
""child'" includes-

/nlt',prtlatlon 

/a/ posthumous child; 
(b) an adopted child. adopted in a manner recognised by Jaw, before 11,e 

Prime Minislcr ceased to be Prime Minister; 
""entilled child"" means a person who, being a male has nol attained the age of 

twenty-one yea.rs or being a female, has neither married while under the age of 
twenty-one years nor attained the age of twenty-one years; 
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.. Prime Minister's pension" means the pension payable under this Act to a 
person who has ceased to be Prime Minister; 

.. salary" means the emoluments provided in the estimates of expenditure of lhe 
Government of Fiji, exclusive of duty allowance, entertainment allowance or 
any other allowance whatever. 

Prirnt Mimsltr's rialtt lo l'ffl,rion 

J.--{I) Every person who having been appointed as Prime Minister on or after the 
· ;'. 10th day of October. 1970, ceases at anytime aftersuch appointment to be Prime Minister 

( k shall be paid a P.rime l\.linister's pension with effect from the date on which he ceases to 
,· be Prime Minister and the pension shall continue to be paid during the lifetime of that 
' person. 

K: (2) The Prime Minister's pension sha11, iflhe person·towhom it is payable becomes 
a Member of Parliament or is again appointed as Prime Minister. cease to be payable 

'I during the period in respect of which the person is a Member of Parliament or holds the 
~:· office of lhc Prime Minister, as the case may be. 

F (3) \Vhcre the rate of the Prime Mjnistcr's pension exceeds the rate of salary as a 
1Memberof Parliament, nothing In sub-section (2) shall prevent the payment of the Prime 
l .Minister's pension to the extent of such excess. 

:f 
Ptnsion f""YOblt lo Prime Mi,ii:sltr 

l" 4. The Prime Minister's pension under this Act shaJI be payable in accordance with 
~ .. the following formula-
;·, ( a) where a Prime Minister has held office for not more than two years, 20 percent 

. ,-, 

of salary payable upon retirement; 

(b) where he has held office for more than two years-

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

20 percent of salary payable In respect of Ille first two years; 
tbercafter, an additional 10 percent for each succeeding year for 
three years: and 
where he has held that office for more than five years, for each 
completed year of service after the first five years, an additional 5 
percent of salary up to a maximum of 75 percent of salary . 

if· 
•-- Risi,, 10 choo:se t S, Notwithstanding Section 4 of d1is Act, every person who ceases to be Prime 
;::_Minister and who qualifies for pension payable to a Prime Minister or a member of 
,::<Parliament under any other law and that his entitlement ifhe were to receive that pension 
ii ~ould be greater than the entiUemenl under this Act, shall have tl1e option lo receive annual 
1.~nsion under this Act or to receive any pension or allowance under any olher law, 
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G,a111ity paymt'l'II 

6.-(1) A person lo whom a pension is payable under this Act shall. where he has 
exercised his option as herein pro,..ided, bul nol otherwise, be paid in lieu of the pension. 
pension at l11e rate of three-fourths of the pension, lOgclher with a gratuity equaJ to twelve 
and a half times the amount of tJ1e annual reduction so made in the pension. 

(2) The option referred 10 in subsection (1) shall be exercisable, and where ii has 
been exercise.d, may be revoked, not later than the day immediately preceding the date of 
such person ceasing to be in omce; but the Cabinet may. where it appears equitable to do 
so, a1low him to exercise the option or revoke an option previously exercised at any time 
between that date and the actual date of the first payment of any pension under this Act. 

(3) Subject lo subsection (2), where such person has exercised ~,e option referred 
to in subsection ( I), his decision shall be irrevocable so far as concerns any pension paid 
10 him under this Act. 

(4) Where a person who has not exercised the option dies after he has cea..,;;cd to be 
Prime Minister but before a pension has been paid under this Act, there shall be granled 
to his legal personal representatives a gratuity and a reduced pension as pnn-idcd for in 
subsection (I) as if that person before his death had exercised the option therein referred 
to, so. howevor, that such pension shall not be paid in respect of any period later than the 
dateofthedeathofsuch person and shall not exceed in lhe aggregate the total amount due 
and payable to him on the said date. 

(5) The dale or the exercise oflhe option by such person shall be deemed to be the 
date of the receipt of his written notification addressed to the Secretary to Ilic Cabinet. 

(6) A person in receipt of a pension under this Act who again becomes Prime 
Minislcr or who is acting temporarily as Prime Minister, as the case may be, is not entitled 
to receive and shall not be paid pension under this Act-

(a) during such time as he is Prime Minister or is acting temporarily as Prime 
Minister; and 

(b} in respect of any period during which he became or again became Prime 
Minister or aclcd temporarily as Prime Minister, respectively. 

Widr'"·'.f pt'nffr)l'I 

7.-(1) When a person dies while that person is entitled to receive a Prime 
Minister's pension and has left a widow, Uie widow shall be paid a pension at an annual 
rate equivalent to 60percent oftl1e Prime Minister's pension that would have been payable 
lo him had he otherwise ceased lo hold office on the date of his death. 

(2) Where a person dies while holding the office of the Prime Minister and he leaves 
a widow, the widow shall be paid-

(a) a gratuity of an amount equivalent to twelve and one half Hmes one quarter 
of his pensionable emoluments at the date of his death; and 
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(b) a pension equivalent 10 60 percent of his pensionable emoluments al the 
dale of his death. 

(3) Where a persondieswhileheisholding lhe office of Prime Minister, and he does 
not leave a widow, a gratuity of an amount equivalent to twelve and one-half times one 
quarter of 60 percent of his pensionable emoluments shall be paid lo his legal personal 
representatives on account of the deceased person's estate. 

(4) A reference in lhis Act to "widow" inc1udcs a reference to "widower". 

C,,ildrrn 's pensitln 

8. Where a person dies whilst he is Prime Minister or while he is entitled to receive 
lhe Prime Minister's pension, leaving en tilled children, each of such children shall be paid, 
until he dies or ceases tobeanentiUedchild, such pension at such rate as the Prime Minislcr 
shall dctem1ine; so however that-

(a} where there is one entilled child, the annual raleofpcnsion shall not exceed 
one-sixth of the annual rate specified in section 4; or 

(b) whcr~ there is more than one entitled child, the aggregate rate of pension 
payable shall not exceed one·l1lird or lhc annual rale specified in Seel.ion 
4. 

Olli tr lmtl!f,U 

9.--{J) The following additional benefits shall apply to a person in receipt of a 
pension undcl'.this Acl until his demise provided that such person had completed five years 
service:-

(i) provision for lhe installation, connection, maintenance and rental of 
a telephone in any private residence of his, and to meet the cost of all 
charges in respect of local calls originating from such telephone; 

(ii) provision for a Ministerial-type vehicle and a driver, including free 
travel on scheduled trips of Government ships; 

(iii) medical trealmenl, hospilalisalion, drugs and all olher hospital 
services locally; 

Provided that where local specialist treatment and medical treatment 
overseas incJuding the cost of treatment. accommodation and air travel are 
necesssary, such expenditure may be incurred at the discretion of the 
Prime Minister; 

(iv) the provision of an annual budgetary allocation of an amount of 
$30,000 per annum and subject 10 periodic adjustments, to enable 
lbe person in receipt of a pension, to hire personal staff as required; 
and 

(v) provision of security protection at Ule discretion of the Prime 
Minister. 
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(2) The additional benefits specified in subsection (I) oflhis Section shall not apply 
to a suniiving widow or children of a person in receipt of a pension under this Act. 

Furtht-r tiUOMVl"<U 

10. 111e Cabinet may authorise the payment to a person entitled to a pension under 
this Acl, of such furtl1er ai-lowances as the Cabinet may deem fit: 

Provided that the allowance payable to any person under this Seclfon which may be 
p,··~ble aS a capita) sum. shall not form part of the person's entitlement to a J)Cnsion under 
L -\.ct, un1css Cabinet so dircclS. 

Sou re~ ntttl mttlwd of poyrnrnt <t/ p=:simu 

11, Any pension payable under tl1is Acl-

(aJ shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund; and 
(b} shall be paid fortnightly in arrears free of taxation. 

Pror,clion ofpe,i.ri,,n 

12. Any pension parable under this Act shall not-

(a) be assignable or traruferrable except fur the purpose of satisfying a debt 
due lo tJ1e State or an Order of any court for the payment or pe.riodical sums 
of money towards the maintenance of the wife, former wife, or child being 
a minor child of the person to whom the pension is payable; 

(b) be liable to be au ached, sequestered or levied upon for or in respect of any 
debt or claim whatever except a debt due to the Stale or any sum 
recoverab1e pursuant to such order or any court as is mentioned in 
paragraph ( a). 

Passed by the House of Representatives this Tenth day of August, in U>e year of our 
·done thousand, nlne hundred and nincly•four. 

' Passed by the Senale this EighU1 day or Scplcmbcr. in the year of our Lord one 
thousand, nine hundred and ninety.four. 

16"ZJ9.l-l,'OO 




